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Nothing justifies 
use of H-bomb 


THE FUTILITY OF 


NATO 


Thousands of greetings go 
to “Prisoners for Peace” 


INTERNATIONAL activity on behalf of 
^ the world’s imprisoned war resisters 
reached a new high level last Sunday. 

It is believed that many thousands of 
greeting cards are now on their way to 
prisons in Europe and America following 
the publication of addresses in Peace News 
last week. 


rpHE United States—a Christian nation—should turn the other 
cheek if the Soviet Union bombed it with nuclear weapons, 
Professor Marcus Oliphant has said in Canberra, Australia, 

Nothing could justify one nation using nuclear weapons 
against another, he said. 

Professor Oliphant, world authority on nuclear physics and one 
of the small group of scientists who worked on the first atomic bomb, 
added, according to a NZ Press Association report, that if the US hit 
back by bombing Moscow and other Russian cities, the Russians would 
only bomb more of America. This would go on till both nations were 
destroyed. 

The statesmen’s pompous phrases 

Mr. Neville Shute, English novelist and author of “ On the Beach,” 
has told a New Zealand newspaper, The Christchurch Press, that he 
agrees with Professor Oliphant. 

There would be no point in retaliating, 
because if another bomb were dropped it 
would probably lead to the destruction of 
civilisation altogether. 

Asked what prompetd him to write 
64 On the Beach,” Neville Shute said: 44 1 
got fed up with statesmen who do not 
tell the truth but rely on pompous 
phrases that mean nothing to the average 
citizen. 

“ So long as there is any 
third world war breaking 


By Emrys Hughes MP 


“ Prisoners for Peace Day ” was being 
observed were distributed during a poster 
march through the West-End of London. 

Over 4,000 of the Peace News “ Ends- 
leigh ” greeting cards were known to have 
been ordered specifically for sending to 
prisoners. Over 100 cards were dispatched 
from the Peace Pledge Union Headquarters 
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chance of a 
out, that could 


rpHIS month’s conference in Paris 
has been called, so the New York 
Times tells us, for the purpose “ of re¬ 
vitalising NATO.” 

How can this be done ? 

We have been told that the Americans 
are now prepared to pool their scientific 
information and their missile research with 
Britain in an attempt to catch up with the 
Soviet Union. 

We were told eight years ago that NATO 
was being formed to provide better co¬ 
operation between its members, yet it had 
not been in existence very long before 
America decided to keep her precious 
secrets to herself. The more people who 
knew about them, it was said, the more 
likely was it that the secrets would be 
passed on to the Russians. 

Has the Russian intelligence service now 
become so much less efficient that it is 
safe to share these secrets ? One can 
hardly think that the news about sharing 
secrets has alarmed the Russians. On the 
contrary, they may be very pleased to 
know that the scientists of the NATO 
countries have them. 
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Thousands of greetings go 
t© “Prisoners for Peace” 


TNTERNATIONAL activity on behalf of 
^ the world’s imprisoned war resisters 
reached a new high level last Sunday. 

It is believed that many thousands of 
greeting cards are now on their way to 
prisons in Europe and America following 
the publication of addresses in Peace News 
last week. 

In Denmark the morning news broad¬ 
cast announced that the day was being 
internationally observed as “ Prisoners for 
Peace Day,” and in the London borough 
of Stoke Newington the Mayor announced 
at a meeting of the Council that the day 
would be observed in the Borough by local 
Quakers, from whose Meeting House cards 
could be sent to “ men in prison for their 
belief in non-violence.” 

Three thousand leaflets explaining why 


IS BRITAIN 
EXPENDABLE ? 

T>EPLYING to questions in the House 
last week about the dangers arising 
from US bombers loaded with H-bombs 
patrolling over Britain, the Prime Minister 
said: 


The statesmen 9 s pompous phrases 

Mr. Neville Shute, English novelist and author of “ On the Beach,” 
has told a New Zealand newspaper, The Christchurch Press, that he 
agrees with Professor Oliphant. 

There would be no point in retaliating, 
because if another bomb were dropped it 
would probably lead to the destruction of 
civilisation altogether. 

Asked what prompetd him to write 
66 On the Beach,” Neville Shute said: 46 1 
got fed up with statesmen who do not 
tell the truth but rely on pompous 
phrases that mean nothing to the average 
citizen. 

“So long as there is any chance of a 
third world war breaking out, that could 
happen,” he added, tapping a copy of his 
book, which prophesies the end of the 
world after a short atomic war in the 
Northern Hemisphere. 

FLASHBACK.—Three months after 
Hiroshima, in November, 1945, Prof. 
Oliphant said: “ The scientists of Great 
Britain have not the guts to make a de¬ 
claration about the bomb, being afraid that 
if they open their mouths they would be 
flung in jail.” The value of the atomic 
secret held by the Allies was about six 
months’ effort on the part of any industrial 
country. Only by living underground at 
great depth could there be any protection 
in the future. 


“ Prisoners for Peace Day ” was being 
observed were distributed during a poster 
march through the West-End of London. 

Over 4,000 of the Peace News “ Ends- 
leigh ” greeting cards were known to have 
been ordered specifically for sending to 
prisoners. Over 100 cards were dispatched 
from the Peace Pledge Union Headquarters 
while it was open on the Sunday afternoon; 
156 were sent by a group which gathered 
together in Alton, Hants, to send cards and 
join together in a day’s fast of sympathy; 
300 cards were being sent from residents 
in Stoke Newington. 

In Pontefract, Yorks, John H. Tomlin¬ 
son is living this week on a war-time prison 
diet and giving the money saved to the 
War Resisters’ International for the benefit 
of COs and their families. 

Other towns in which individuals were 
fasting or making some other gesture of 
sympathy were Winchester, Salisbury, Ports¬ 
mouth and Southampton. 

Two workers at the Cheshire Homes for 
Incurables at Ampthill, Beds., Ian Dixon 
and David Lane, also fasted for the day. 

Latest date for posting cards to prisoners 
in Europe is Dec. 10. 


We were told eight years ago that NATO 
was being formed to provide better co- 
operation between its members, yet it had 
not been in existence very long before 
America decided to keep her precious 
secrets to herself. The more people who 
knew about them, it was said, the more 
likely was it that the secrets would be 
passed on to the Russians. 

Lias the Russian intelligence service now 
become so much less efficient that it is 
safe to share these secrets ? One can 
hardly think that the news about sharing 
secrets has alarmed the Russians. On the 
contrary, they may be very pleased to 
know that the scientists of the NATO 
countries have them. 

RUSSIANS NOW LEADING 

One of the reasons produced for Britain 
joining NATO in 1951 was that she would 
be under the “American umbrella,” and 
that the Americans had the atomic bomb 
and the Russians had not. Now the 
Russians are ahead. 

Russia is now producing more young 
scientists than the USA and Britain com¬ 
bined, and there is not the slightest reason 
for thinking that in the future the NATO 
countries will have more deadly weapons 
than the Warsaw Pact countries. 

Mr. Khrushchov now asserts that all the 
string of US bases could be destroyed by 
□ ON BACK PAGE 


Abandon the 


rocket race 

—Lewis Mumford 


“ I think that American forces make it a 
practice to keep always ready, when one of 
these patrols is in the air from one of our 
bases, special tanker machines which can go 
up and help to refuel when it is a matter 
of not being able to land in England so 
that the aircraft can fly back to their bases 
in America.” 

In London last week the question was 
being asked : why might the bombers be 
unable to land ? 

Was it possible that the US High Com¬ 
mand considered the British Isles “ expend¬ 
able ” once the bombers and tankers had 
taken off. Do they anticipate the rapid 
destruction of the bases here by H-bomb 
missiles? 

In this connection the decision to remove 
the Royal Navy from Britain on the out¬ 
break of hostilities is being recalled. This 
was announced by Mr. Christopher Soames, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Admiralty, 
last October. 


S. African refuses call-up 

AN 18-year-old South African who had 
refused to submit to medical examina¬ 
tion for the Union Defence Force on reli¬ 
gious grounds heard that sentence was post¬ 
poned for three months by a Germinston 
magistrate on Nov. 18. The youth, Daniel 
Jacobus Strydom, of Germinston, is thought 
to be a Jehovah’s Witness. A similar case 
of a Christadelphian in East London, Cape 
Province, is pending. 

Santa Claus and Sputnik 

T^MRYS HUGHES, MP, has just come 
down to earth with an exclusive and 
lively report of a meeting between Santa 
Claus and the Sputnik. This will appear 
in our enlarged Christmas Number, out 
next week. 

Make sure of extra copies for your 
friends. Use the coupon on page two. 


Washington, Saturday, Nov. 30. 
T EWIS MUMFORD pointed toward 
what he called “ the only way out of 
our present death trap ”, by abandoning 
nuclear weapons and the rocket race “ un¬ 
conditionally ” in a speech here. 

The well-known American author and 
town-planner said “ Both Soviet Russia and 
the United States are now close to the 
precipice at the end of the road . . . Let us 
as a nation have the honour of being the 
first to turn back.” 

The Eisenhower administration, he 
charged, “ exhibits all the clinical signs of 
neurotic compulsion ” in its present policy. 
He called Government statements denying 
radiation danger “ scientific quackery, which 
cannot be concealed by the eminent names 
attached ” to such statements. 

Adlai Stevenson was termed “ too inno¬ 
cent ” in helping Dulles to hide “ monoton¬ 
ously massive blunders ”. Lewis Mumford 


contrasted policy before and after the 
launching of the sputnik as “ first hiding 
our bankrupt condition ”, then “ borrowing 
. . . desperately in every direction, demand¬ 
ing more money for rocket weapons—as if 
they still hoped out of these liabilities to 
create fresh assets ”. 

Speaking before the closing meeting of 
the month-long Prayer and Conscience 
Vigil in Washington, Mumford asked his 
audience, “If we dare to speak out and act 
on behalf of the human race, who will 
oppose us? ” 

In contrast with a readiness “ to commit 
patriotic suicide, so long as we ensure that 
our enemies perish with us at the same 
moment ”, he said, “ our only defence 
against the misuse of nuclear power is . . . 
our capacity to be fully human. . . . Our 
business is not to set in advance the limits 
of the possible, but to deal promptly . . . 
with what is necessary, and the one thing 
necessary is to save humanity.” 
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A speech no U.S. paper published : a general on Sputnik’s real challenge 


“ PEACEFUL ACCOMMODATION ” 
RATHER THAN MISSILE RACE 


By General Omar Bradley 


The soldier who led the attack on the Normandy beaches, General Omar 
Bradley made this plea at the St. Albans School convocation in the United States on 
Nov. 5. Reprintted from 1. F. Stones Weekly, copies for bulk distritbution are 
available from the American Friends Service Committee, 20 South 12 th St., 
Philadephia 7, Pa. 


undiscovered world thinker and leader find 
a workable solution. 


|f pHE central problem of our time—as I view it—is how to employ human 
intelligence for the salvation of mankind. It is a problem we have put 
upon ourselves. For we have defiled our intellect by the creation of such 
scientific instruments of destruction that we are now in desperate danger of 
destroying ourselves. 


Our plight is critical, and with each 
effort we have made to relieve it by further 
scientific advance we have succeeded only 
in aggravating our peril. 

As a result, we are now speeding inexor¬ 
ably toward a day when even the ingenuity 
of our scientists may be unable to save us 
from the consequences of a single rash act 
or a lone reckless hand upon the switch of 
an uninterceptable missile. For twelve 
years now we’ve sought to stave off this 
ultimate threat of disaster by devising arms 
which would be both ultimate and disas¬ 
trous. 


We reason that no government, no single 
group of men—indeed, not even one wilful 
individual—would be so foolhardy, so 
reckless, as to precipitate a war which 
would most surely end in mutual destruc¬ 
tion. 


Electronic house of cards 


This irony can probably be compounded 
a few more years, or perhaps even a few 
decades. Missiles will bring anti-missiles, 
and anti-missiles will bring anti-anti¬ 
missiles. But inevitably this whole elec¬ 
tronic house of cards will reach a point 
where it can be constructed no higher. 

At that point we shall have come to the 
peak of this whole incredible dilemma into 
which the world is shoving itself. And 
when that times comes there will be little 
we can do other than to settle down un¬ 
easily, smother our fears, and attempt to 
live in a thickening shadow of death. 

Should this situation come to pass, we 
would have but one single and thin thread 
to cling to. We call it rationale or reason. 


reasoning may have the 
benefit of logic. But even logic 
sometimes goes awry. How can we assume 
that reason will prevail in a crisis when 
there is ordinarily so little reason among 
men ? To those who would take comfort 
in the likelihood of an atomic peace to be 
secured solely by rationale and reason, I 
would recall the lapse of reason in a 
bunker under the Reich Chancellery in 
Berlin. It failed before, it can fail again. 

Have we already gone too far in this 
search for peace through the accumulation 
of peril ? Is there any way to halt this 
trend—or must we push on with new de¬ 
vices until we inevitably come to judgment 
before the atom. I believe there is a way 
out. And I believe it because I have 
acquired in my lifetime a decent respect 
for human intelligence. 


£ CONFESS that this is as much 
an article of faith as it is an ex¬ 
pression of reason. But this, my friends, 
is what we need: faith in our ability to do 
what must be done. Without that faith we 
shall never get started. And until we get 
started we shall never know what can be 
done. 

If I am sometimes discouraged, it is not 
by the magnitude of the problem, but by 
our colossal indifference to it. I am un¬ 
able to understand why—if we are willing 
to trust in reason as a restraint on the use 
of a ready-made ready-to-fire bomb—we 
do not make greater, more diligent and 
more imaginative use of reason and human 
intelligence in seeking an accord and com¬ 
promise which will make it possible for 
mankind to control the atom and banish 
it as an instrument of war. 

This is the real and—indeed—the most 
strenuous challenge to man’s intellect to¬ 
day. By comparison with it, the conquest 
of space is of small significance. For until 
we learn how to live together, until we rid 
ourselves of the strife that mocks our pre¬ 
tensions of civilisation, our adventures in 
science, instead of producing human pro¬ 
gress, will continue to crowd it with greater 
peril. 

Satellite we live on 


A workable solution 


Answer to H-bomb : 
respect for all life 


-Dr. Prasad 


It may be that the problems of accom- 
modation in a world split by rival ideolo¬ 
gies are more difficult than those with 
which we have struggled in the construc¬ 
tion of ballistic missiles. But I believe, 
too, that if we apply to these human pro¬ 
blems the energy, creativity, and the perse¬ 
verance we have devoted to SPif>nrf* ovon 


We can compete with a Sputnik and 
probably create bigger and better Sputniks 
of our own. But what are we doing to 
prevent the Sputnik from evolving into just 
one more weapons system? And when are 
we going to muster an intelligence equal to 
that applied against the Sputnik and dedi¬ 
cate it to the preservation of this Satellite 
on which we live ? 

How long—I would ask you—can we 
put off salvation ? 

When does humanity run out ? 

If enough of us believe strongly enough 
in the ability of intelligent human beings to 
get together on some basis of a just accord, 
we might somehow, somewhere, in some 
way and under some auspices make a start 


Council refuses to 
see anti-H-bomb 
deputation 

DEPUTATION asking the Hornsey 
Borough Council to carry out local 
radio-activity monitoring of food and the 
atmosphere, and expressing its opposition 
to the manufacture and testing of nuclear 
weapons by any country, was refused a 
hearing by the Hornsey Council. 

The deputation consisted of Rev. O. 
Fulljames, Rector of Hornsey; Rev. G. 
Maland, Methodist Minister; Dr. D. W. 
James, Lecturer at University College; Dr. 
John Strange, Quaker; Rev. S. Brazil, 
Muswell Hill Synagogue, and Mrs. D. H. 
Barasi, Hon. Sec. Hornsey Council for 
Abolition of Nuclear Weapon Tests, and 
Mr. J. D. Stephenson, Chairman Highgate 
UNA. 

Supporters were John Arlott and Deryck 
Abel of the Liberal Party; Rev. L. A. 
Stringer and Rev. Bryn Rees of the Con¬ 
gregational Church; Miss H. E. Pearce, 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, Herbert 
Wheeler, Peace Pledge Union, Drs. Lionel 
Clayden, F. Glover, and Kathleen Aitken; 
Mrs. Blackwood, Women of Hornsey Peace 
Group, and W. W. Hill, former President 
of the National Union of Teachers. 

The council refused to see them, saying 
that the subject was one that should be 
dealt with at national level. 

The deputation was organised by the 
Hornsey Council for Abolition of Nuclear 
Weapon Tests following a conference of 
local organisations. 

Africans demand 
better education 

From a correspondent 

DEMONSTRATIONS by Africans are 
likely to be staged throughout Northern 
Rhodesia—if the Government does not 
soon launch a plan for better education. 
Most African children living on the 
Copperbelt (where some white artisans 
have been known to receive £600 for one 
month’s work) stand no chance at all of 
receiving any education. 

Chronic shortage of buildings, teachers 
and cash has created a crisis where hun¬ 
dreds of classrooms and dozens of new 
schools are needed to cope with African 
education in Northern Rhodesia. 

Another blow fell recently on the Gov- 









where it can be constructed no higher. 

At that point we shall have come to the 
peak of this whole incredible dilemma into 
which the world is shoving itself. And 
when that times comes there will be little 
we can do other than to settle down un¬ 
easily, smother our fears, and attempt to 
live in a thickening shadow of death. 

Should this situation come to pass, we 
would have but one single and thin thread 
to cling to. We call it rationale or reason. 

Answer to H-bomb : 
respect for all life 

— Dr. Prasad 

rpHE only means of escape from the 
hydrogen bomb was to escape 
from the mentality which had pro¬ 
duced it, and the only way to escape 
that mentality was to cultivate respect 
for all life, life in all forms under all 
conditions, said Rajendra Prasad, 
President of India, when inaugurating 
the World Vegetarian Congress in 
Bombay on Nov. 9 . 

“ It is only another name for vege¬ 
tarianism,” he said. 

NON-VIOLENCE 

Addressing 600 delegates to the Fifteenth 
Congress from all over the world, Dr. 
Prasad said: 

“ It is a far cry from vegetarianism to 
atomic or hydrogen bombs, but if you 
look at it there is no escape from vege¬ 
tarianism ultimately if we want to escape 
from the hydrogen bomb. Any inte¬ 
grated view of life as a whole will reveal 
to us the connection between the individual, 
food and his behaviour towards others 
and through a process or ratiocination, 
which is not fantastic, we cannot but 
arrive at this conclusion.” 

The President said there could be no 
doubt that non-violence or the policy of 
live-and-let-live was the only policy which 
could solve most of humanity’s troubles 
and problems. “In its active form it 
means the readiness to sacrifice oneself, 
one’s comfort and one’s ambitions for the 
sake of others. The alternative is to 
utilise others to fulfil one’s own desires 
and ambitions.” 

The Congress called upon governments 
of the world to adopt principles of non¬ 
violence in relation to human beings and 
animals, and ban use of atomic energy for 
destructive purposes .—India News. 


of peril ? Is there any way to halt this 
trend—or must we push on with new de¬ 
vices until we inevitably come to judgment 
before the atom. I believe there is a way 
out. And I believe it because I have 
acquired in my lifetime a decent respect 
for human intelligence. 

A workable solution 

It may be that the problems of accom¬ 
modation in a world split by rival ideolo¬ 
gies are more difficult than those with 
which we have struggled in the construc¬ 
tion of ballistic missiles. But I believe, 
too, that if we apply to these human pro¬ 
blems the energy, creativity, and the perse¬ 
verance we have devoted to science, even 
problems of accommodation will yield to 
reason. Admittedly, the problem of peace¬ 
ful accommodation in the world is infinitely 
more difficult than the conquest of space, 
infinitely more complex than a trip to the 
moon. But if we will only come to the 
realisation that it must be worked out— 
whatever it may mean even to such sacred 
traditions as absolute national sovereignty 
—I believe that we can somehow, some¬ 
where, and perhaps through some as yet 


We can compete with a Sputnik and 
probably create bigger and better Sputniks 
of our own. But what are we doing to 
prevent the Sputnik from evolving into just 
one more weapons system? And when are 
we going to muster an intelligence equal to 
that applied against the Sputnik and dedi¬ 
cate it to the preservation of this Satellite 
on which we live ? 

How long—I would ask you—can we 
put off salvation ? 

When does humanity run out ? 

If enough of us believe strongly enough 
in the ability of intelligent human beings to 
get together on some basis of a just accord, 
we might somehow, somewhere, in some 
way and under some auspices make a start 
on it. 

Unless we soon get started, it may be too 
late. 

We can’t sit about waiting for some 
felicitous accident of history that may 
somehow make the world all right. Time 
is running against us, and it is running 
against us with the speed of a Sputnik. 

If we’re going to save ourselves from 
the instruments of our own intellect, we 
had better soon get ourselves under control 
and begin making the world safe for living. 


From a correspondent 

T^EMONSTRATIONS by Africans are 

J likely to be staged throughout Northern 
Rhodesia—if the Government does not 
soon launch a plan for better education. 
Most African children living on the 
Copperbelt (where some white artisans 
have been known to receive £600 for one 
month's work) stand no chance at all of 
receiving any education. 

Chronic shortage of buildings, teachers 
and cash has created a crisis where hun¬ 
dreds of classrooms and dozens of new 
schools are needed to cope with African 
education in Northern Rhodesia. 

Another blow fell recently on the Gov¬ 
ernment Member for Education and Social 
Services, liberal-minded Harry Franklin. 

He was informed that the Northern 
Rhodesia Chamber of Mines had refused 
to send delegates to top-level talks in 
Lusaka to discuss the crisis. Because of 
this the Government has decided to post¬ 
pone the conference indefinitely. 

Observers believe that protest meetings 
will be held throughout the territory if the 
Government does not take a firm line and 
devise a olan for better African Education. 
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Africans performing an open-air nativi y play in Central Africa 






















AT A GLANCE 

The Vietnamese Government have been 
asked by the British Third Way Move¬ 
ment not to carry out the death sentence 
on Ho Huu Tuong “in view of his fine 
record of anti-colonialism and humanism. 
If he must be punished for alleged asso¬ 
ciation with the Binh Xuyen movement 
in 1955 let this not be the final punish¬ 
ment of death.” 

Changes in Kenya detention camps recom¬ 
mended by the International Red Cross 
have mostly been put into effect, it was 
stated in the House of Commons on 
Nov. 12, 1957. 

War in Oman cost Britain £270,000; H-tests 
at Christmas Island involved expenditure 
of £810,000 for transport of non-opera- 
tional personnel. 

The Rt. Rev. George MacLeod, Moderator 
of the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland, is to carry through a series 
of three programmes in “ Meeting Point ” 
on TV, commencing on Sunday, Dec. 8. 
This will be the first time one man has 
done so. 

The use of live animals in medical and 
scientific research will be discussed in 
“ Frontiers of Science ” on BBC TV to¬ 
night, Friday. The case for the anti- 
vivisectionists will be put by a speaker 
on behalf of the National Anti-Vivisec¬ 
tion Society and the British Union for 
the Abolition of Vivisection. 

Edward Fletcher, who survived three years 
continuous trench fighting in World War 
I, and was decorated with the Military 
Medal, died recently in Burton-on-Trent. 
Known as the town’s “ pacifist Sergeant 
Major ” and organiser of meetings in the 
market place, he was chairman of the 
Burton Peace Fellowship Group and 
local adviser for the Central Board for 
Conscientious Objectors. 

Francis Jude, a soldier in World War II, 
who became a Quaker four years ago, 
has been appointed field-worker by the 
Friends Peace Committee. 

Weekly quotations which “ provide a clearer 
conception of Socialist ideals ” are to be 
found in the Independent Labour Party's 
Calendar and Desk Diary for 1958 (2s. 8d. 
post free from 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.I.). 


That vicious circle 
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International group plans world 
demonstration against apartheid 


QNE hundred and twenty-three world leaders have called for an international 
protest against the Union of South Africa’s apartheid policy. 

Representing 38 nations from every continent, the leaders signed a 
Declaration of Conscience urging a Day of Protest against South Africa’s 
racism on Human Rights Day, December 10, 1957. 


The Declaration of Conscience Inter- 
national Committee is headed by Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Among those sign¬ 
ing the Declaration are Bertrand Russell, 
Arnold Toynbee, Alan Paton, Bruno 
Walter, Trygve Lie, Herbert H. Lehman, 
Lord Boyd Orr, Andre Maurois, Salvador 
de Madariaga, Alberto Gainza Paz, Ignazio 
Silone, Martin, Niemoller, Walter Reuther, 
John Gunther, Pablo Casals, Archbishop 
Michael, Trevor Huddleston, The Bishop 
of Manchester, Fenner Brockway, Patrick 
Duncan, Tom Mboya, C. G. Jung, Vera 
Brittain, George Catlin, Anthony Wedg¬ 
wood Benn, Benjamin Britten, Erich 
Fromm, Martin Buber, Aldous Huxley, 
Kingsley Martin, Donald Soper and the 
Bishop of Johannesburg. The Declaration 
was initiated by the American Committee 
on Africa of which George Houser is 
Executive Director. National Chairman for 
the American Declaration of Conscience 
Committee is The Very Rev. James A. 
Pike, with Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
as National Vice-Chairman. 


Declaration of Conscience 

In its Preamble, the Declaration of Con¬ 
science states that: 


“ Freedom and human dignity are in 
grave jeopardy in the Union of South 
Africa today. The Government of that 
nation continues to extend relentlessly its 
racist policy of apartheid into the econo¬ 
mic, educational, religious and other areas 
of human life. The countless indignities 
inflicted on millions of South African 
people represent a long and tragic re¬ 
versal of freedom.” 


The Declaration charges that, in violation 
of the Declaration of Human Rights, the 
South African Government discriminates 
against all its non-white citizens, denies non¬ 
whites equality before the law, prevents 
many of its citizens from leaving their 
country, victimises leaders of all races who 
oppose apartheid and denies to four-fifths 


They also urge the mobilisation of the 
“ spiritual and moral forces of mankind on 
this Day of Protest to demonstrate to the 
Government of South Africa that free men 
abhor its policies and will not tolerate the 
continued suppression of human freedom ”. 
Their stated goal is “ to persuade the South 
African Government, before it reaches the 
point of no return, that only in democratic 
equality is there lasting peace and security.” 


“All men who believe in human dignity 
and the principle that freedom is not the 
prerogative of a single ethnic group no 
longer dare to remain silent in the face of 
widening repression of reason and justice. 
As a matter of conscience we call upon 
freedom-loving people everywhere to ad¬ 
here to this Declaration.” 


irpHE 


S. RHODESIA: RACIAL 
POLICY CRITICISED 

From a correspondent 
Federal Party’s racial policy 
was sharply criticised at a meet¬ 
ing attended by hundreds of Africans 
near Salisbury, the Federal and Terri¬ 
torial capital, recently. 

The meeting, held in the Harare 
Township—scene of a bloody riot 
last year—was an attempt by the 
Federal Party to re-form a now 
defunct branch in the township. 

The general organising secretary of 
the party, Mr. A. T. Adams, was 
heckled as he tried to explain that 
his party was “ hammering out a 
new policy.” 

African speakers said they felt the 
Federal Government had done noth¬ 
ing to show that the Federation was 
benefitting the African people. 

The concensus was that many jobs 
that could easily be done by Africans 
in the departments of the Govern¬ 
ment, were still closed to them. 

One speaker said that if jobs were 
given at all to the African people, 
the wages paid to them were “ below 
the breadline.” 


WHY WAS IAN CIVIL DEPORTED ? 


By BASIL DELAINE 

TAN CIVIL, the British immigrant 
teacher, whose sympathy lay with the 
non-whites in Rhodesia, is on his way to 
England—deported. 

Why was he deported ? The Rhodesian 
public has not been officially informed. 
They seldom are in deportation cases. 

Mr. Civil, a London University BSc., and 
Buddhist by religion, is a widower with 
three children. He came to the Federation 
three years ago, bringing his son Peter and 
two legal wards whom he subsequently 
adopted in Rhodesia—Swiss born Danny, 
aged five, and Lafita, a Turkish-born 
naturalised British girl, aged nine. 

Asked why he had been deported, Mr. 
Civil told a Rhodesian newspaper that his 
close friendship with an African nursemaid 
he employed for his children, Miss Lucy 
Bova, was behind it. 


has cause little comment either in the news¬ 
papers of Rhodesia or among the public in 
conversation. 

The average white settler’s attitude is 
that any European who becomes friendly 
with Africans—whether they be male or 
female—is something of a crank and 
deserving of the punishment he risks. 

Rhodesian newspapers of any conse¬ 
quence all belong to the Argus (South 
Africa) Group, and their policy is to play 
down “ racial ” news. 


Wrote to Minister 


44 The whispering campaign among 
white settlers became a storm when it 
was known that Lucy, an intelligent and 
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Spokesmen of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs in Salisbury have refused to give 
reasons for Civil’s deportation. The rele¬ 
vant section of the Immigation Act cites 
as a prohibited immigrant “ any person 
deemed by the Minister, or class of person 
deemed by the Governor-General, on 
economic grounds or on account of stan¬ 
dards or habits of life, to be undesirable 
inhabitants or to be unsuited to the require¬ 
ments of the Federation.” Mr. Civil had 
been criticised by certain white settlers for 













local adviser for the Central Board for 
Conscientious Objectors. 

Francis Jude, a soldier in World War II, 
who became a Quaker four years ago, 
has been appointed field-worker by the 
Friends Peace Committee. 

Weekly quotations which “ provide a clearer 
conception of Socialist ideals ” are to be 
found in the Independent Labour Party's 
Calendar and Desk Diary for 1958 (2s. 8d. 
post free from 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.I.). 


That vicious circle 

are told that the 
danger of inflation 
comes when too much 
money is chasing too few 
goods. London traffic sug¬ 
gests that too many cars 
are chasing too few parking 
places and too many shop¬ 
pers thronging too few 
shops. However, you will 
probably find a place to park your car in 
Endsleigh Street and room to buy Christmas 
cards, when you come to visit us. 

Ho one seems really concerned about “too 
much money ” or, for that matter, why there 
are “ too few goods While governments 
want to buy bombing machines, submarines, 
rockets and H-bombs, industry cannot pro¬ 
vide the goods which normal people want to 
buy. The best way to stop inflation would 
be to stop providing the goods which no¬ 
body wants and produce those which the 
v/hole world needs. 

That is the change which the Peace Pledge 
Union is endeavouring to bring about. There 
is never too much money chasing too few 
goods at Dick Sheppard House. With us it 
is always the case of too little money to 
spend on all we ought to be doing. I hope, 
therefore, that your confidence in the PPU 
will bridge the gap between our present 
total in the PPU Headquarters Fund and our 
aim for 1957. We haven’t many more days 
left now and we have nearly £250 to raise. 
Please do your very best. 

STUART MORRIS. 

General Secretary. 

Our aim for the year: £1,150. 

Amount received to date: £907. 

Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
should he sent marked “Headquarters 
Fund," to the PPU Treasurer at Dick Shep¬ 
pard House, Endsleigh St., London, W.C. 1. 


Africa today. The Government of that 
nation continues to extend relentlessly its 
racist policy of apartheid into the econo¬ 
mic, educational, religious and other areas 
of human life. The countless indignities 
inflicted on millions of South African 
people represent a long and tragic re¬ 
versal of freedom.” 

The Declaration charges that, in violation 
of the Declaration of Human Rights, the 
South African Government discriminates 
against all its non-white citizens, denies non¬ 
whites equality before the law, prevents 
many of its citizens from leaving their 
country, victimises leaders of all races who 
oppose apartheid and denies to four-fifths 
of the nation the right to participate in the 
governing of the country. 

In urging world-wide support of the 
Declaration and the Day of Protest, the 
signers call on the Government of South 
Africa “ to honour its moral and legal obli¬ 
gations as a signatory to the UN Charter 
by honouring the Declaration of Human 
Rights ”. They call upon “ all free associa¬ 
tions to petition their organisations and 
governments to use their influence to bring 
about a peaceful, just and democratic solu¬ 
tion in South Africa ”, 


Survey of illiteracy 

jy/JORE than two-fifths of the world’s 
population aged 15 or older cannot 
read or write. About threequarters of 
the world's illiterate population live in 
Asia, some 14 or 15 per cent in Africa, 
about 6.5 per cent in the Americas, and 
the remaining 4 or 5 per cent in Europe, 
Oceania and the USSR. The proportion 
of women illiterates is slightly higher than 
men. 

These facts are given in the latest UNESCO 
publication; “ World Illiteracy at Mid- 
Century ” (HMSO, price 10s.), published 
on October 11. The book represents 
the first systematic survey of illiteracy on 
a world-wide scale ever to have been 
completed. It reports that illiteracy is 
steadily declining throughout the world. 

The United Kingdom, along with the 
majority of European countries, is esti¬ 
mated by UNESCO to have an illiteracy 
rate of between one and two per cent. 
The United State’s rate is estimated to be 
between three and four per cent. In 
Japan, where compulsory education was 
introduced as early as 1872, the rate is 
estimated to be as low as 1.7 per cent. 


Mr. Civil, a London University BSc., and 
Buddhist by religion, is a widower with 
three children. He came to the Federation 
three years ago, bringing his son Peter and 
two legal wards whom he subsequently 
adopted in Rhodesia—Swiss born Danny, 
aged five, and Lafita, a Turkish-born 
naturalised British girl, aged nine. 

Asked why he had been deported, Mr. 
Civil told a Rhodesian newspaper that his 
close friendship with an African nursemaid 
he employed for his children, Miss Lucy 
Bova, was behind it. 

M The whispering campaign among 
white settlers became a storm when it 
was known that Lucy, an intelligent and 
fairly well educated woman, would often 
join me at table.” 

Civil came to the Federation from 
Mauritius to the Federal Ministry of Edu¬ 
cation. Before that he was employed at an 
international school in Geneva. 

Intended to marry 

In Rhodesia he served on the Committee 
of the Capricorn Society—though he never 
joined it. While living and teaching in 
Salisbury he was visited by police, who 
asked for personal particulars. 

I understand that Civil intended to marry 
Miss Bova, but a deportation order shat¬ 
tered their hopes. 

Lucy Bova told reporters: “ I was happy 
to become Ian’s wife. I am thinking of 
joining him in England.” 

In an interview with a Johannesburg 
newspaper, while travelling to Capetown to 
board the ship, Civil remarked he could 
find little or no intention in the Federation 
of improving race relations. He added: 
“ As I considered this to be an unnatural 
state of affairs, I went out of my way to 
make African friends.” 

It is significant that the Ian Civil case 


quence all belong to the Argus (South 
Africa) Group, and their policy is to play 
down “ racial ” news. 

Wrote to Minister 

Spokesmen of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs in Salisbury have refused to give 
reasons for Civil’s deportation. The rele¬ 
vant section of the Immigation Act cites 
as a prohibited immigrant “ any person 
deemed by the Minister, or class of person 
deemed by the Governor-General, on 
economic grounds or on account of stan¬ 
dards or habits of life, to be undesirable 
inhabitants or to be unsuited to the require¬ 
ments of the Federation.” Mr. Civil had 
been criticised by certain white settlers for 
friendships with Africans, 

He was notified that he had been de¬ 
clared a prohibited immigrant on Oct. 15. 

An attempt to see the Minister of 
Home Affairs, Mr. Frank Owen, had 
been unsuccessful. 

Civil wrote to Owen personally in a last 
attempt to find out why he was beiftg de¬ 
ported. It is riot known whether he re¬ 
ceived a reply to that letter. 


Cries of shame 

From a correspondent 

gHOUTS of “Sis” ... “Sis” and 
“ Shame” were directed at the Southern 
Rhodesia Prime Minister, the liberal Mr. 
Garfield Todd, when he told white school 
girls in Salisbury recently that they should 
accept Africans into their social circle. 

The Premier, who had visited the Queen 
Elizabeth School in order to deliver per¬ 
sonally his goodwill message on Federation 
Day, ignored the interruptions and went on 
with his speech without repeating any re¬ 
commendations that might have caused 
more discord. 


RELIGIOUS FLASHPOINT 
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to be extinguished 

■ Wc notify readers of Peace News that this 

5 will be the last '* Flashpoint ” for the time- 
* bein'’. 

There arc still a few readers of Peace News 

2 who have not written to us. If you would 

like to be on our Mailing List, which is free, 

1 cut out this advertisement and attach your 

2 nam * and address and send (2d. stamo) to 

« Wallace Hancock, Movement for a Pacifist 

n Church of Christ, 8 Barclay Oval. Woodford 

2 Wells. E ex. 


Expenses of these advertisements have been 
paid by Grace O’Dell, a very aged Quaker, 
who died recently. 

Throughout her life she v/as an uncom¬ 
promising pacifist and a supporter of left-wing 
movements and all good causes. She set a 
wonderful example of steadfastness and in¬ 
domitable courage, both physically and in her 
eternal spirit. 


WE SALUTE THE MEMORY OF GRACE O’DELL 


















4—PEACE NEWS—December 6, 1957 

Indonesia 

A VERY ugly situation, capable of en¬ 
dangering world peace, is developing in 
Indonesia. 

Last week, for the fourth time in succes¬ 
sion, the ‘debate in the General Assembly 
of the United Nations on the dispute be¬ 
tween Indonesia and the Netherlands about 
Western New-Guinea ended in what may be 
termed a stalemate: a majority in favour 
of the Indonesian demand for the renewal 
of negotiations but not the two-thirds 
majority necessary to make the demand 
effective. 

The dispute itself is unworthy of the con¬ 
ceptions of a progressive age. The Dutch, 
who could set the world a fine example by 
proposing that the territory should come 
under the care of the United Nations, are 
unwilling to let go. The Indonesians, who 
have not even succeeded in bringing order 
and progress to their own population, want 
sovereignty over a territory two thousand 
miles distant from their own capital, with 
control over a people racially and culturally 
so different from them that Indonesian ad¬ 
ministration would be as much an alien 
colonialism as that of the Dutch. 

Hot-headed 

The present danger lies in the fact that the 
Indonesian Government has never ceased 
to work its people up to a mood of positive 
frenzy about New Guinea, and it is hard 
to avoid the suspicion that this has been 
done in order to detract popular attention 
from its own shortcomings. 

A Government-inspired token strike in all 
Dutch-owned concerns in Indonesia, anti- 
Dutch demonstrations, the threat to break 
off diplomatic relations with Holland, and 
the refusal to let Dutch passengers depart 
for Singapore in a KLM plane have been 
the first reactions in Jakarta to the news 
from New York. 

It has even been reported that the gas, 
electricity and water supplies of Dutch 
residents have been cut off. 

In addition, BOAC and other airlines 
have been warned against acceptance of 
Dutch passengers to Indonesia ; a definite 
prohibition against Dutch nationals entering 
the Republic has been announced. Speeches 
threatening military action have been 
delivered by men in responsible positions. 
Hot-headed emotionalism is being encour¬ 
aged among a population primitive enough 
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has shown in its report, “ Unarmed,” the 
real threat to full employment comes from 
the determination to pursue a race in arma¬ 
ments. Only a programme which is not 
content with cuts in expenditure but 
demands a total change of policy, would 
make possible a re-distribution of the 
labour of those now employed on work in 
connection with war preparation. 
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the resources available, can guarantee full 
employment. 


A determination to meet the world-wide 
need for consumer goods and a develop¬ 
ment programme, which would absorb all 


II© Ilsia Tuong 

greatly regret to report that the 
death sentence on Ho Huu Tuong, 
who has contributed in the past to Peace 
News, has now been confirmed. His 
execution, if the Vietnamese Government 
permits it to take place, will have more of 
political vengeance in it than of justice. 
Ho Huu Tuong was not a supporter of 
o, cies ot the Government of President 
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THERE IS NO FUTURE IN IT 


^HE HEADS of STATE of the 15 NATO countries meet in Paris on 
December 16 to take stock of the desperate world situation and to 
make arrangements which they think will minimise its danger and reduce 
the fears of mankind. 

I here can be no hope for mankind in this NATO meeting. It shows merely 
the incapacity of our present statesmen to lift themselves out of their traditional 
ways of thinking when those ways of thinking have been shown false by the 
march of events. 

The arms race began immediately after World War II on a scale 
unprecedented in history. The US accumulated bomber bases everywhere it 
could, and in 1948 had launching bases in Britain. 

The NATO treaty was signed the following year, we were told, to prevent 
an aggressive drive by Russia across Europe. The protection of the A-bomb 
could not last indefinitely, and comparable strength was therefore needed to face 
the manpower and “conventional” military equipment of Russia. 

Then came the first US H-bomb. But the Russian Government was not 
far behind and soon announced that it too had H-bomb 9 . 


★ ★ 

y i THAT STAGE THE AVERAGE MAN was likely to think that 


the arms race could at least now be ended, whatever the result of 
both sides having the “ ultimate deterrent.” 

If each could claim it could deter the other by the means to obliterate 
the other’s population, there was no point in more weapons. 

But this was to misjudge the mentalitv of the militaristic statesmen The 


Diem. He was, however, equally opposed 
to Communist policies. Before the Binh 
Xuyen Sect that was in opposition to the 
Vietnamese Government was finally 
crushed, Ho Huu Tuong, who is a pacifist 
with a “ Third Way” outlook, was seeking 
to act as peacemaker between the Binh 
Xuyen forces and the Government, and to 
that end visited their headquarters. He 
was made a prisoner by the Binh Xuyen 
iorces, and when they were defeated was 
kept in prison for two years by the Govern¬ 
ment. There were a number of unsatis¬ 
factory aspects in his trial, and the 
prosecution displayed against him a type 
of political animus that had nothing to do 
with the charges of treason that it was 
urging against him. 

We are very glad to observe that the 
Manchester Guardian has more than once 
referred to this case, and speaking of the 
condemned man it says : “ Ho Huu Tuong 
is a good man, and a popular man with 
many whose help is needed by the new 
nation. President Diem would be wise to 
grant presidential pardon.” 

The Vietnamese authorities should note 
that when the treatment of Ho Huu Tuong 
is condemned in the Press outside his 
own country it is from the liberal and anti¬ 
colonial elements that the condemnation 
comes. 

Overcrowding 

JN view of the charges that trade 
unionists show little positive interest in 
the welfare of their coloured comrades in 
this country, it was pleasing to learn about 
a meeting organised recently by the 
National Union of Railwaymen. 

It was arranged especially for the benefit 
of their non-white members by the NUR’s 
largest district: London. Some 250 
members, mostly coloured, attended. 

The free, lively discussion indicated how 
much this interest in the newcomers’ prob¬ 
lems and the desire to encourage them to 
become active in union affairs was appre¬ 
ciated. 

Too many of such meetings, which by 
their very nature tend to emphasise separ¬ 
ateness, would not be wise, but a limited 
number at branch and district levels in all 
the relevant unions might clear away some 
of the misconceptions. 

A day or two after the NUR meeting the 
House of Commons debated the deplorable 
accommodation and overcrowding that 
many overseas workers have to accept in 
this country. 

It is the duty of the local authority to 

take action acvninct 











































































































































OH UipiOIlluUC lcitiLicma vyh.h » . 

the refusal to let Dutch passengers depart 
for Singapore in a KLM plane have been 
the first reactions in Jakarta to the news 
from New York. 

It has even been reported that the gas, 
electricity and water supplies of Dutch 
residents have been cut off. 

In addition, BOAC and other airlines 
have been warned against acceptance of 
Dutch passengers to Indonesia ; a definite 
prohibition against Dutch nationals entering 
the Republic has been announced. Speeches 
threatening military action have been 
delivered by men in responsible positions. 
Hot-headed emotionalism is being encour¬ 
aged among a population primitive enough 
to look upon the 40,000 Dutch people in 
their midst as the enemy, and to be totally 
ignorant of international repercussions. 

The United Nations would do well to 
recognise that this situation is as serious as 
anything in the Middle Eeast. 

Defence cuts and 
unemployment 

I N a country whose industry is so largely 
geared to the manufacture of arma¬ 
ments, any cuts in the defence programme 
inevitably carry a threat to full employ¬ 
ment. Two fresh illustrations of this have 
recently hit the headlines. 

The future of Chatham naval dockyard, 
employing 12,000 men, is under discussion 
by the Cabinet. If it is decided to retain 
Chatham, Malta dockyard with its 4,700 
workers will be abandoned. It has already 
been decided to close the dockyard at 
Hongkong, and by a strange irony the 
news caused the police riot squads to be 
alerted lest the threat of unemployment 
would bring clashes with the Communist 
controlled dockers union. 

Less noticed has been the warning given 
in a confidential memorandum, circulated 
by the Society of British Aircraft Con¬ 
structors, of the effects of cuts already im¬ 
posed by the Government in the research 
and development programme and of the 
“disastrous results to the industry and its 
export trade which would follow any fur¬ 
ther reduction.” 

It will be difficult for men displaced 
because of a cut in the defence programme 
to find work in industry already threatened 
by inflation, but that is not the same thing 
as saying that total disarmament carries a 
threat to full employment. 

As the Standing Joint Pacifist Committee 
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could, and in 1948 had launching bases in Britain. 

The NATO treaty was signed the following year, we were told, to prevent 
an aggressive drive by Russia across Europe. The protection of the A-bomb 
could not last indefinitely, and comparable strength was therefore needed to face 
the manpower and “ conventional ” military equipment of Russia. 

Then came the first US H-bomb. But the Russian Government was not 
far behind and soon announced that it too had H-bombs. 

★ ★ 

THAT STAGE THE AVERAGE MAN was likely to think that 
the arms race could at least now be ended, whatever the result of 
both sides having the “ ultimate deterrent.” 

If each could claim it could deter the other by the means to obliterate 
the other’s population, there was no point in more weapons. 

But this was to misjudge the mentality of the militaristic statesmen. The 
arms race had to go on. Although some bombers would “ always get through,” 
they sought other means of “ delivering ” the H-bomb. 

The race turned to missiles. The Russian Government rushed into the 
lead. While the US is busy preparing the “ intermediate range 99 missiles to be 
ready in 1959 to carry H-bomb warheads 1,500 miles, Russia’s “ inter-continental 99 
missiles can be sent 5,000 miles from Russia to American cities. 

★ ★ 

JF THERE WERE A GLEAM OF SANITY among the statesmen 
of either bloc, one side would now say : 

“ It is clearly fantastically stupid to continue like this. Let’s call the whole 
thing off, and if you haven’t the sense to start, we have. We are abandoning 
the whole mad race.” 

But we do not find that gleam. On the contrary, as Lewis Mumford has 
written : 

u Madmen govern our affairs in the name of order and security . . . 
And the fatal symptom of their madness is this: they have been carrying 
through a series of acts which may eventually lead to the destruction of 
mankind, under the solemn conviction that they are normal, responsible 
people, living sane lives, and working for reasonable ends.” 

★ ★ 

^HERE IS A FUNDAMENTAL MADNESS in the policy on which 
the NATO conference is based, for no ultimate outcome except 
war (meaning universal destruction) is ever clearly envisaged. 

NATO NEVER CONSIDERS ANY OTHER WAY TO END THIS 
DEADLY RACE. 

An arms race never stops by itself short of war because at every stage each 
side tries to outstrip the other. The US frenzy to overtake the Russian scientific 
“know-how” is likely to dominate the Paris NATO talks. 

Until the US does, and also has inter-continental rockets, European launch¬ 
ing bases for the US rockets “ Thor ” and “ Jupiter ” will be required to reach 
Russia with H-homb warheads. 

What happens after that ? We can think about that later, is a likely answer. 
If the US develops its inter-continental missiles, the arrangement for a European 
front line may be reviewed. 

And after that ? Well, it may be 1966, and that is a long way ahead ! 
THERE IS NO FUTURE IN SUCH AN ARMS RACE, AND IT MEANS 
A PRESENT IN WHICH THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD MUST LIVE 
UNDER AN INCREASING BURDEN OF ANXIETY. 


much this interest in the newcomers’ prob¬ 
lems and the desire to encourage them to 
become active in union affairs was appre¬ 
ciated. 

Too many of such meetings, which by 
their very nature tend to emphasise separ¬ 
ateness, would not be wise, but a limited 
number at branch and district levels in all 
the relevant unions might clear away some 
of the misconceptions. 

A day or two after the NUR meeting the 
House of Commons debated the deplorable 
accommodation and overcrowding that 
many overseas workers have to accept in 
this country. 

It is the duty of the local authority to 
take action against overcrowding, but often 
little can be done because of the lack of 
alternative accommodation. 

In the debate the Minister was warned 
that as a result of housing conditions, 
colour prejudice was growing. Unfor¬ 
tunately, at the end of the debate, all he 
could offer was yet another review in the 
light of information available. Later there 
would be the possibility of discussions 
between the Ministry of Housing and inter¬ 
ested local authorities. 

The provision of reasonable accommo¬ 
dation for migrant workers and their 
families is not an easy task to undertake. 
Obviously few can qualify for council 
housing. To give priorities would increase 
prejudice. 

A few families are being housed by 
voluntary housing societies such as Aggrey 
Housing, Ltd., and several local authorities 
have successfully settled some of the 
migrants in older houses. 

The major problem, however, remains 
unsolved. 

Tailpiece 

irpiE Church is ready. With H-bomb air 
crews on a 15-minute alert there is no 
risk of the bombs going down unblessed. 

A staff-sergeant has designed a revolving 
altar: Catholic in front, Protestant at back, 
and this has been installed in the two-in- 
one church at the US Air Base at Green- 
ham Common, Berkshire, England. 

The church has been erected “at a cost 
of less than £20,000,” says the Catholic 
Herald. “ The church bells are ‘ canned ’ 
. .. a team from the base toured English 

village churches and had sounds of bells 
long-player recorded.” 

There is no information as to what is 
being done to speed up burial services for 
the victims at the receiving end. 

Maybe the bomb itself will come down 
playing a recording made at a crematorium. 
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«< Bridge on the River Kwai ” 

I WENT to see “Bridge on the River 
Kwai,” looking forward to a great anti¬ 
war film. While it is a gripping picture 
and was, Tm sure, intended to have a 
peace message, T feel its effect will be in 
the opposite direction. 

Most audiences will be more impressed 
with the brutality of the Japanese colonel 
and the heroism of the British colonel and 
the devotion of the British soldiers than 
with the futility of war. 

Moreover, there was a considerable lack: 
of plausibility about the main situation. 
Even if: their commanding officer had the 
crazy idea of building a bridge so well that 
future travellers would marvel at the skill 
and spirit of British troops, it is hardly 
conceivable that 500 soldiers woulcl have 
failed to see they were thereby helping the 
Japanese war effort. 

As a matter of fact, as Sir John Smythe, 
MP, has pointed out, at a spot in this very 
area, British PoWs were forced to build 
a bridge, but they built it particularly and 
deliberately badly. 

It is in the minor, incidental touches 
that the author and director show their 
own views, e.g., the slowness of the young 
British and Japanese lads to kill each other, 
the girl’s photograph dropping out of the 
dead soldier’s pocket, and the speech of the 
American “ You’re crazy with courage for 
what? How td die like a gentleman— 
when all that matters is how to live like 
a human being” 

To this I must in fairness add the final 
comment of the doctor, Madness, mad¬ 
ness,” as the film fades out on the scene of 
carnage. But I wonder how many film- 
goers will think to themselves: “ Yes, but 
heroic, magnificent madness after all.”— 
FRANK ALLAUN, House of Commons, 
London, S.W.l. 

Athens Congress 

TN spite of the great efforts which were 
made by the organisers of the Athens 
Anti-colonial Congress (Fenner Brockway, 
Peace News, Nov. 15) and by the partici¬ 
pants in the proceedings, delegates appeared 
to me to roughly divide into three groups. 
Firstly, those who came as individual 
idealists armed with principles of human 
rights, individual freedom, and justice in 
general; secondly, those who were man¬ 
dated by some organisation or party to 
pursue a particular policy by whatever 
means were possible in the circumstances; 
and lastly, delegations such as the British, 
who were bound together by a mixture of 
politics and ideals through the all-embrac- 
nf the Movement For 



out a loss of human dignity, and bas.e prin¬ 
ciples, it will be due as much to. the un¬ 
tiring efforts of our British Chairman 
Fenner Brock way as to any other single 
individual in this era of confusion and 
despair. 

In the maze of high-sounding phrases 
and cliches which constitute so much of 
our political language to-day we began to 
face the ever-present philosophical dilemma 
of ends and means. This effort, I humbly 
submit, must surely be unique and must 
be continued.—FELICITY BOLTON, 35, 
Frederick Rd., Edgbaston, Birmingham 15, 

Sarvodaya movement 

irilHOSE who are interested in Vinoba 
Bhave, anarchism, and the degrading 
influence of industrialisation may care to 
note the pledge of the Lok-Sevak (which 
appeared in “ Sarvodaya,” Sept. 1957) : 

1. “I believe in truth, non-violence and 
non-possession, and I will endeavour 
to my best to live up to them. 

2. I believe that real freedom can be 
realised by the awakening of the lok- 
neethi (universal law of humanity). 
Therefore I will not associate myself 
with any kind of politics in any form. 

3. I will ever serve with a spirit of devo¬ 
tion and self-sacrifice without expect¬ 
ing anything in return. 

4. I pledge myself to the abolition of all 
differences of cast, class and creed. 

5. I will devote most of my time and 
thought for the realisation of Sarvo¬ 
daya ideal through the non-violent 
revolution based on Bhoodan (which 
has now developed into Gramdan) 
and village industries.” 


The Fellowship of Friends of Truth, the 
basis of which includes a reverence for all 
religions^ supports the Sarvodaya move¬ 
ment and seeks to give some expression to 
it m this country—JEFFREY BOND, 8, 
Faarhaven Rd=, Bristol 6. 

Britain and the tests 

VOUR government began hydrogen 
bomb tests around Christmas Island 
on Nov. 8. This is the fourth H-bomb 
test since June of this year. One differ¬ 
ence from past tests is that your govern¬ 
ment reduced the danger zone to 60,000 
square kilometres, which is about one- 
twelfth of the last one. Therefore we 
suppose that your scientists have much 
confidence in so-called “ clean ” H-bombs. 
But if it is true that this bomb is a less 
dirty one our insecurity is not removed. 

What we feel serious uneasiness about is 
that English people who are proud of their 
good sense regard the Russian satellite as 
the Russian challenge or the menace of 
Russian military technique, and to us it 
seems you meet this by re-opening H-bomb 
tests. 

The British Government seems to believe 
that the only way to keep world peace and 
restrain world war is to overtake and sur¬ 
pass Russia. 

“ If the convention of Western disarma¬ 
ment were to be accomplished,” the British 
Government says, “ we will agree to ban 
nuclear tests and carry out the convention 
as soon as possible. ” Russia says the 
same. 

Nobody wants to be destroyed by 
nuclear weapons and nobody says there is 
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no way to prohibit nuclear tests. The 
difference lies in the terms of both sides. 

Do the English people have the same 
feeling as we have ? We believe that 
Britain as a great nation possesses, if she 
"makes up her mind to try to ban the tests, 
the power of instruction in the reversal of 
the anti-humanistic flow without herself 
becoming deluged by it. 

Of course there are other nations who 
test nuclear bombs, but because we expect 
and understand your good sense and your 
conscience we dare to appeal to you. 
CHIYOZI JANAKA, 1019 Kori Neyagawa 
City, Osaka, Japan. 

Twilight of socialism 

npiIE foreign policy of Labour when re- 
turned to power emerges clearly from 
Mr. Gaitskell’s second lecture at Harvard, 
as described by W. -Grigor ..McClelland in 
Peace News on Oct. 25 

Back to the bi-partisan (Churchill-Bevin) 
policy of 1945-50, with its five wars in five 
years, atom bombs on Japan, napalm bombs 
on the children of Korea, exclusion of 
China from the United Nations, Ernie 
Bevin’s war against the Jews and the record 
arms budget—all pious efforts for peace ! 

There is one minor variation from that 
policy, the “ decision ” to stop H-bomb 
tests. That concession will keep the anti¬ 
bombers reasonably quiet for the present, 
but the transfigured Nye Bevan has no in¬ 
tention of going to Washington naked with 
his hands tied. On his return he will ex¬ 
plain, a la Ernie Bevin, that he is not 
abandoning the “ decision ” in principle, 
but only postponing its application until the 
appropriate time. 

The ranks of Toryism have already begun 
to cheer— F. O’HANLON, St. Michael’s, 
Hay ling Rise, Worthing. 


THE SPIRIT OF BANDUNG COMES 

PARLIAMENT was debating Cen- "|"£| M ftMRQM 
tral Africa. I slipped out of the ■ 

Debating Chamber to look in at a 
meeting of opponents of Government 
Policy who had come to lobby MPs. 

The meeting was being held in Com¬ 
mittee Room 14, the largest in the 
House. I gasped as I entered. 

The benches were crowded with men 
and women of many races. My eyes 
passed from group to group—India, 

Ceylon, Malaya, Singapore, Nigeria, 

Ghana, Sierra Leone, Uganda, Kenya, 

Taneanvika. Nvasaland. the Rhodesias, 


and that the consequences might spread. 
British Honduras is a little strip of land 
n & UD on the neck of territory between North 
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it is more often thought of by the name 
of its capital, Belize, than as a British 
colonial State. It is almost like Goa on 
the West Coast of India. 
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national movements of the Mediterranean 
and the Middle East. Soon there is to be 
a conference in Cairo of Asian-African 
movements. Ghana is planning, first, a 
conference of African Governments and, 
afterwards, of African movements. In the 
Caribbean a conference of the democratic 


Central American Federation 

The ethnic association of the people is 
with the population of neighbouring 
Guatemala. There has long been a tend¬ 
ency towards the union of British Honduras 
with Guatemala. 








THE SPIRIT OF BANDUNG COMES 


N spite of the great efforts which were 
made by the organisers of the Athens 
Anti-colonial Congress (Fenner Brockway, 
Peace News, Nov. 15) and by the partici¬ 
pants in the proceedings, delegates appeared 
to me to roughly divide into three groups. 
Firstly, those who came as individual 
idealists armed with principles of human 
rights, individual freedom, and justice in 
general; secondly, those who were man¬ 
dated by some organisation or party to 
pursue a particular policy by whatever 
means were possible in the circumstances; 
and lastly, delegations such as the British, 
who were bound together by a mixture of 
politics and ideals through the all-embrac¬ 
ing aims and objects of the Movement For 
Colonial Freedom which we represented. 

The effect of this differentiation among 
delegates was two-fold : On the one hand a 
general commission under the chairman¬ 
ship of Fenner Brock way achieved perfect 
unity in the formation of basic broad prin¬ 
ciples which were accepted by the whole 
conference, as they would almost certainly 
be accepted by progressively-minded people 
the world over who were not also asked to 
go home and carry them out in detail. 

On the other hand, separate commissions 
on specific problems such as Cyprus, the 
Middle East and Algeria, where genuine 
political conflicts were simmering beneath 
the surface of discussion, formulated reso¬ 
lutions which seemed to me often to evade 
those very conflicts and to present a false 
picture of unity. At the same time as those 
two streams were running their courses, the 
psychological and emotional stresses which 
underlay so many problems were being 
overcome by the purely human method of 
talking and eating together, and sharing the 
beauties of nature and the past. During 
such common activities many misunder¬ 
standings were ironed out and many friend¬ 
ships formed between individuals who 
might never otherwise have had a chance 
to discover each other’s attitudes and frus¬ 
trations. 

In my view it was in this world where 
philosophy, politics and humanism met 
that the most important aspect of the Con¬ 
gress lay. And those of us who took part 
in it will be able to face the far more diffi¬ 
cult problem of implementing any one or 
all of the general principles so enthusiastic¬ 
ally adopted on the battleground of party 
politics in our own countries with courage 
and renewed conviction. 

Many of us had our first taste of com¬ 
promise and found it bitter, but if future 
conferences of this character can achieve 
compromise and an easing of tension with- 


J>ARLIAMENT was debating Cen¬ 
tral Africa. I slipped out of the 
Debating Chamber to look in at a 
meeting of opponents of Government 
Policy who had come to lobby MPs. 
The meeting was being held in Com¬ 
mittee Room 14, the largest in the 
House. I gasped as I entered. 

The benches were crowded with men 
and women of many races. My eyes 
passed from group to group—India, 
Ceylon, Malaya, Singapore, Nigeria, 
Ghana, Sierra Leone, Uganda, Kenya, 
Tanganyika, Nyasaland, the Rhodesias, 
South Africa, Jamaica, Trinidad, British 
Guiana—all, and probably more, were 
represented. Mingled with them were 
British Socialists, Trade Unionists, Co- 
operators. 

Solidarity 

As I looked I was filled with a new hope. 
These people had come to the House of 
Commons not from interest in some over¬ 
all racial issue affecting all of them 
directly. They had come in solidarity with 
6,000,000 Africans in Nyasaland and the 
Rhodesias. They had come from a real¬ 
isation that a wrong done to any one sec¬ 
tion of dependent people is wrong done to 
all. 

This was the spirit of Bandung trans¬ 
ported to London. The effect on Mem¬ 
bers of Parliament was deep. When I 
finally left the Debating Chamber at ten 
o’clock I was held up by both Tory and 
Labour MPs who expressed their aston¬ 
ishment that the lobbies and corridors 
should be crowded by Indians, West 
Indians, East Africans, West Africans, 
South Africans, who insisted on seeing 
them to voice not their own grievances 
but the grievances of the people of 
Central Africa. 

This solidarity must not be allowed to 
die. It can be of enormous signficance. I 
hope one of the Asian or African or 
Caribbean groups in Britain will take the 
initiative to establish a permanent associa¬ 
tion ready to act in any emergency. As I 
travelled home the rhythm of the train 
rang out “ AACA, AACA ”—the African, 
Asian, Caribbean Association. It will 
come, though that may not be its name. 

I see this British development in the 
background of events in Asia, Africa, the 
West Indies. There was the Bandung con¬ 
ference of Governments. There has been 
the Athens conference representing the 
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national movements of the Mediterranean 
and the Middle East. Soon there is to be 
a conference in Cairo of Asian-African 
movements. Ghana is planning, first, a 
conference of African Governments and, 
afterwards, of African movements. In the 
Caribbean a conference of the democratic 
parties has been held resulting in federa¬ 
tion. 

So far the coming together has been 
regional. From this it will extend, as it 
extended in London last week, to a world 
basis. A union of Asia, Africa, the Carib¬ 
bean, with their supporters in Europe, 
America, Australasia: this will emerge— 
built sometimes by errors and failures, in¬ 
creasingly with success, on spontaneous, 
practical expressions of widening solidarity. 
Here was the real promise of Britain’s 
inter-racial solidarity last week with the 
African peoples of Nyasaland and the 
Rhodesias. 

Meanwhile, many issues rush to crisis 
and climax. Central Africa, where the 
European reactionaries will press on with 
their franchise, crushing genuine African 
representation—and where the Africans, 
disillusioned and becoming bitter, will 
begin to plan bolder policies with bolder 
demands. Algeria, uneasily discussed at 
the United Nations, where France has its 
last chance. Cyprus, also to come to the 
United Nations, again at the cross-roads of 
repression or liberation. Kenya, with its 
African representatives self-reliant, self- 
confident, claiming their rights before the 
retreating interests of privilege. 

A bolt from the blue 

After Central Africa, Central America. 
The House of Commons was startled when 
the Colonial Secretary suddenly announced 
in grave terms the break-up of talks with 
a delegation from British Honduras. Most 
people did not even know that there was a 
delegation in London. Many people have 
not the least idea where British Honduras 
is. Hardly anyone knew what the talks 
were about. But it was evident from the 
strong and serious tones of Mr. Lennox 
Boyd that something drastic had happened 


and that the consequences might spread. 

British Honduras is a little strip of land 
on the neck of territory between North 
and South America. In Central America 
it is more often thought of by the name 
of its capital, Belize, than as a British 
colonial State. It is almost like Goa on 
the West Coast of India. 

Central American Federation 

The ethnic association of the people is 
with the population of neighbouring 
Guatemala. There has long been a tend¬ 
ency towards the union of British Honduras 
with Guatemala. 

There is a strange side to this develop¬ 
ment. Education in British Honduras is 
dominated by Americans. The mind of 
the people is being moulded in the Ameri¬ 
can Jesuit schools. Parallel with this is 
American influence in Guatemala. It will 
be remembered that the Left Government 
in Guatemala, charged with being under 
Communist influence, was overthrown by 
a coup d’etat which was armed from 
American sources in the interests of 
American companies. One need not sug¬ 
gest that these two factors reflect a deli¬ 
berate policy by the American Govern¬ 
ment, but one cannot forget the Monroe 
Doctrine which excludes the influence of 
nations belonging to other continents from 
intervention in the American continent. 

The delegation from British Honduras 
came to London to discuss financial assist¬ 
ance and constitutional changes. The 
elected majority in the Legislature is vigor¬ 
ously anti-colonial. 

Because its leaders regard British 
Honduras as part of Central America 
they have rejected membership of the 
Caribbean Federation based on the 
British West Indian islands. One hears 
charges that they are Communists, but 
in fact they are devout Catholics. 

I did not feel that Mr. Lennox Boyd was 
quite frank with Parliament because he 
failed to indicate that discussions have 
actually been taking place with representa¬ 
tives of the Guatemala Government regard¬ 
ing the future of British Honduras. Ethnic¬ 
ally and economically a Central American 
Federation would appear to be an inevit¬ 
able historical development. The British 
Governor says that the majority of the 
people are loyal to Britain. It may be so. 
All we should insist upon is their right to 
self-determination. 

Copyright in India and Africa reserved 

to author. 
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THE WAR THAT SHOULD 
NEVER HAVE HAPPENED 

By Leslie Hale, MP 
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;T jpHF Archduke Franz Ferdinand was 
angry and a little fearful, if not 
for himself, for his still lovely mor¬ 
ganatic bride. 

He and Sophie had narrowly escaped 
death from bombs that morning, and 
enquiries about military escorts had pro¬ 
duced the cynical reply: “ Do you think 
Sarajevo full of assassins ? ” It was. That 
afternoon two shots were fired, destined to 


This is the second of a series of articles 
by the Labour MP for Oldham West, who 
joined Peace News Board this year. 

... 

echo down the centuries, and each found 
its mark. 


Willy’s hand was forced to the order of 
mobilisation by premature publications of 
the news. Poincare, who had mourned for 
half a century the loss to France of Alsace 
Lorraine, was a little less reluctant. There 
was little hope now. 
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year-old Emperor Franz Josef. Three 
times in his lifetime one who had been heir 
to the Hapsburg thrones had perished by 
a bullet; his brother Max shot by a firing 
squad; his only son Rudolf self-killed beside 
the body of his mistress, and now his 
nephew. His own wife had been murdered 
and he had survived a brutal knife attack. 

For the sixty-six years of his reign he 
had worked, laboriously and conscien¬ 
tiously, according to his lights, to preserve 
all those things which were not worth pre¬ 
serving. He possessed every unattractive 
virtue and no redeeming vice. But he had 
lost too many wars to desire another. His 
Foreign Minister Count Berchtold de¬ 
manded a punitive expedition. After all, 
who in Europe cared for Servia ? 


JJUT there was still the Socialist Inter¬ 
national. It had been meeting at 
Brussels under the chairmanship of Vander- 
velde, the Belgian. Haase, the German, 
had made his mark, but the greatest of all 
was the dynamic, courageous, sincere and 
brilliant Frenchman Jean Jaures. They, at 
least, condemn the warmongers, and plan 
international action by the workers of the 
world. 

Jaures hurries back to France, addresses 
mass meetings, demands a general strike 
against war. That last day of July his 
hopes rise as he hears the news that a 
German workers’ leader is on his way to 
Paris. Jaures stays for a few minutes for 
food at his favourite Montmartre cafe. A 
hand is thrust through the open window, 
two more shots ring out, and Jaures is the 
first of 13,000,000 dead. 
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I’JpWENTY-SIX days later, on July 24, 
1914, the British Cabinet long dis¬ 
cussed the question of the future of the 
counties of Fermanagh and Tyrone. Then 
Sir Edward Grey produced a newly- 
arrived document, the ultimatum from 
Austria to Servia. Sir Edward was worried 
about those semi-secret undertakings to 
France, never communicated to Parliament, 
and variously interpreted. Mr. Churchill, 
who had spoken of them as treaties with¬ 
out their advantages, walked back to the 
Admiralty and said “ This may mean war.” 


one wanted a European war, not even 
Berchtold, who called his ultimatum a 
“ Demarche with a time limit,” and looked 
for localised hostilities. Servia accepted 
most of the terms and Franz Josef de¬ 
murred about signing the declaration of 
war. 


“ Servian troops have already opened 
fire,' declared Berchtold, and the old man 


INHERE is no hope now. The voices of 
the Socialists are drowned in the music 
of battle hymns. Karl Liebnecht tried to 
speak, but was not called. Haase voted 
for the war credits. Even the strikers in 
St. Petersburg became patriots overnight. 
In Trafalgar Square the voice of organised 
labour was replaced by the dancing of the 
can-can and cheers for war. 

And so, for a cause which no one under¬ 
stood, we offered up the finest in Europe 
on the altar of sacrifice to false gods. 
Europe was swept by a wave of contagious 
hysteria. The best were killed and the 
worst achieved power and wealth. Old 
men “ gave ” their sons and lent their 
money at high rates of interest. The 
Christian faith became adapted overnight 
to the new paganism. The salt of the earth 
perished, disembowelled by the bayonet, 
frozen in the trenches, bleeding slowly on 
barbed wire, or shot by the firing squad. 

If any faltered, stories of babies tossed 
on bayonets, of women tied to guns, of 
rapes and of sadism would be provided to 
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Austria to Servia. Sir Edward was worried 
about those semi-secret undertakings to 
France, never communicated to Parliament, 
and variously interpreted. Mr. Churchill, 
who had spoken of them as treaties with¬ 
out their advantages, walked back to the 
Admiralty and said “This may mean war.” 

★ 

m one wanted a European war, not even 
Berchtold, who called his ultimatum a 
“ Demarche with a time limit,” and looked 
for localised hostilities. Servia accepted 
most of the terms and Franz Josef de¬ 
murred about signing the declaration of 
war. 

“ Servian troops have already opened 
fire,” declared Berchtold, and the old man 
signed, slowly, “ trusting in God’s justice.” 

The Kaiser Wilhelm, who had light- 
heartedly egged on Berchtold, did not want 
a wider conflict, but he wired “ May God 
stand by us.” 

Russia had obligations to Servia. The 
weak Tsar was persuaded to sign an order 
for mobilisation as a measure of protection. 
“ Only One can help us,” he said. Then 
when he saw a rift in the clouds he tried 
to halt the mobilisation, but was told, 
coldly, by the generals that it was mili¬ 
tarily impracticable. 

The crowned heads, George and Willy 
and Nicky, exchanged helpless telegrams. 
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can-can and cheers for war. 

And so, for a cause which no one under¬ 
stood, we offered up the finest in Europe 
on the altar of sacrifice to false gods. 
Europe was swept by a wave of contagious 
hysteria. The best were killed and the 
worst achieved power and wealth. Old 
men “ gave ” their sons and lent their 
money at high rates of interest. The 
Christian faith became adapted overnight 
to the new paganism. The salt of the earth 
perished, disembowelled by the bayonet, 
frozen in the trenches, bleeding slowly on 
barbed wire, or shot by the firing squad. 

If any faltered, stories of babies tossed 
on bayonets, of women tied to guns, of 
rapes and of sadism would be provided to 
spur them on. When a moral urge was 
needed a bishop in uniform or a ghostly 
saint in the sky would provide the stimulus 
to more carnage. 

★ 


“ pVERY nation,” says H. A. L. Fisher 
in his History of Modern Europe, 
“ believed that its cause was just, that it 
was oppressed by a malignant enemy bent 
on its destruction, and that the survival of 
a moral order in the world was dependent 
on a victory of its own side.” 


★ 

TT had to end some time, but not before 
the old world had passed away—with 
all its faults, but with its understanding and 
tolerance and security and serenity. A new 
world of old hatreds and new fears, of dis¬ 
trust and suspicion, replaced it. 

Had lessons been learned ? 

“Thus, Mr. Speaker,” said Britain’s Mr. 
Lloyd George, “at 11 o’clock this morn¬ 
ing, came to an end the cruellest and most 
terrible war that has ever scourged man¬ 
kind. I hope we may say that thus, this 
fateful morning, came to an end all wars.” 

“ It will,” said America’s Woodrow Wil¬ 
son, “ be our fortunate duty to assist by 
example, by sober, friendly counsel, and by 
material aid in the establishment of just 
democracy throughout the world." 

Later, Laurence Housman wrote/— 

We fought at Armageddon for the 
freedom of mankind; 

I fought, and you fought, and here our 
bones lay strewn. 

The flesh is stript from off us, the chains 
remain behind, 

And the Freedom that we fought for 
is an unremembered tune. 


The Poverty of Militarism—the third 
article in Leslie Hale's series will appear in 
the issue of Dec. 20. 
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As this is a free service we reserve the right to 
select for publication notices sent in. We nevertheless 
desire to make it as complete a service as we reason¬ 
ably can. and therefore urge organisers of events to : 

1. Send notices to arrive not later than Mon., a.m. 

2. Include : Date, TOW N, Time, Place (hall, 
street) ; nature of event ; speakers, organisers (and 
secretary’s address). 


Friday, December 6 

LONDON. W.C.l : 7 p.m.; Kingsley Hotel, Blooms¬ 
bury Way. Terence Chivers, “ The Work of Peace 
News.” New History Society.Caravan of Great 
Britain. 

HULL : 8.15 p.m.; 6 Bond Street. Speaker : Coun¬ 
cillor C. Clarke, “ Trade Unions and Pacifism.” Dis¬ 
cussion and Questions. All welcome. PPU. 

Saturday, December 7 

BOW, E.3 t 3 p.m.; Fir Tree Bazaar at Kingsley 
Hall, by Bruce Road. To be opened by : Mrs. V. L. 
Pandit, High Commissioner for India. 

EXMOUTH : 3.30 p.m.; Co-operative Hall. Sale 
of Work. 

ST. LEON ARDS-ON-SEA : 7 p.m.; 78a Norman 
Road. Social evening with Minnie Pallistcr. Talk 


Italy.’ 


Jght refreshments— 


on ‘‘ My holiday 
collection. PPU. 

Sunday, December 8 

CARSHALTON BEECHES : 3 p.m.; 17 Hill Road. 
Speaker : Geoffrey Hemingway, 44 With Friends 
Ambulance Unit in Korea.” PPU Surrey Area 
Quarterly Meeting. 

LEEDS : 3 p.m.; Friends’ Mtg. Ho. (behind BBC), 
Woodhouse Lane. Meeting to discuss formation of 
Pacifist Youth Action Group. All pacifists welcome. 
PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 3.30 p.m.; 32 Tavistock Sq., 
Euston. Pacifist Universalist Service. Discourse by 
Mrs. Frank Norman, 44 Islam and Arab Nationalism.” 


Monda*'. Decembe** 9 

SOUTHAMPTON : 7.30 p.m.; Friends’ Mtg. Ho., 
Ordnance Rd. Speaker : Edward Windebank, 44 What 
Pacifism Means to Me.” Discussion, all welcome. 
PPU. 

SHIPLEY : 7.30 p.m.; Labour Party Rooms, West- 
gate. Shipley Group Meeting. PPU. 

Tuesday, December 10 

BIRMINGHAM : 3 Wentworth Rd., Olton. Mem¬ 
bers’ Mtg. PPU. All welcome. Sec., D. Dawson, 
19 Newark Croft, Sheldon, Birmingham 26. 


Wednesday, December 11 

LONDON, W.l : 7.30 p.m.; The Laurie Arms, Craw¬ 
ford Place. 44 Should we support pacifism or the 
Socialist Party of Great Britain in order to achieve 
enduring peace.” Terence Chivers and SPGB 

speakers. 

LONDON, S.W.4 : 8 p.m.; Clapham Labour Party, 
27 Clapham Park Rd. (five minutes from Clapham 
Common Tube Station). Allen Skinner on 44 Un¬ 
armed.” Clapham & Dist. PPU. 

Thursday, December 12 

ALTON: 7.30 p.m.; Hillcrest, Windmill Hill. 

Speaker : Terence Chivers, 44 The Non-Violent Society.” 
Alton PPU 

LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends’ Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Road. John Barnard. E.10 and E.ll Group PPU. 

Friday, December 13 

HIGHBURY, N.5 : 7.15 p.m.; Steenoven House, 
16 Aberdeen Road. Short Service of Prayer for Peace 
followed bv Public Meeting to discuss the revival of 
44 The Brotherhood of the Way.” The only existing 
Christian-Pacifist-Socialist group on an interdenomina¬ 
tional basis. Light refreshments. Speaker : Charles 
Stimson. All welcome. Convenor : Geoffrey King, 
The Brotherhood of the Way. 

Thursday, December 19 

LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends’ Mtg. Ho., 

Bush Road Concert. E.10 and E.ll Group PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.2 : 7.45 p.m.; Trafalgar Square 

(around the Christmas tree). International carol sing¬ 
ing, conducted by Dr. Paul Steinitz. All welcomed 
London Internationa? Choir. 

Sunday, December 22 


NON-VIOLENCE AND THE 
MENTAL PATIENT 

Alfred Torrie reviews 

Brother Lunatic, by Paul Warr. London, Neville Spearman, 18s. 

rpHE dust cover of this book contains an advertisement for the second 
impression of another similar polemic described as a “ terrible story of 
dirt, drink, poverty, corruption and brutality set in slums, cinemas, dance 


halls,” etc. 

“ Brother Lunatic ” is a similar attack 
on conditions in mental hospitals written 
pseudonymously. It is unpleasant reading, 
and there is no reason to doubt the accuracy | 
of the writer’s experiences, however luridly 
told. 

As long as hospitals are understaffed by 
many whose conception of treatment is 
custodial care, and as long as there is over¬ 
crowding, these conditions will continue 
unless a climate of public opinion is 
created that will demand a change. It can 
be done. It was done when the public rose 
in horror at the death of a foster child 
through neglect, and the Children’s Act was 
rapidly passed through Parliament, so that 
today every local authority has its Children’s 
Officers. The public has a lack of know¬ 
ledge of mental sickness with an uncon¬ 
scious fear of it, preferring to keep its head 
in the sand. 

• 

l doubt if this book tackles the problem 
in the best way. Similar stories of man’s 
inhumanity to man can be found outside 
mental hospitals. The horrors of two 
world wars have blunted the ordinary 
man’s sensibilities—at least, as far as 
human beings in misery are concerned. A 
dog in a satellite kennel creates far more 
reaction. 

The author, a journalist, left his job to 
work in a mental hospital. As he says, his 
vocational urge came when he “ happened 
to find a book about the war-time service 
of American conscientious objectors in 
mental hospitals.” They adopted principles 
of non-violence in the care of lunatics. 
Instead of banging recalcitrant heads with 
broomsticks they used precepts of pure 
love, and in the end scored astounding 
successes over the “ hit ’em ” school of 
mental nursing. So the writer went to do 
likewise, and after a year and a half gave 
up. 

His principles of non-violence, not re¬ 
corded as being fed from spiritual roots, 


the time I returned to day duty I found 
myself lashing out with foot or shoe on the 
slightest pretext.” 

The pacifist answer to violence in war 
and in mental hospitals is non-violent re¬ 
sistance. It has been demonstrated. A 
violent patient once hit me savagely, injur¬ 
ing my face and breaking my spectacles. 
Next day I shut myself in his room with 
him alone for half an hour to find out 
what his fears were. 

This was little compared with the way 
in which a Quaker male nurse allowed him¬ 
self to be pummelled by the same patient 
until his non-violent resistance made the 
patient desist and become co-operative with 
that nurse afterwards, even though it had 
no effect on the course of the mental 
disease. 

If pacifists wish to try out the principles 
of “ satyagraha ” there are many vacancies 
for intelligent and dedicated men in our 
mental hospitals. AV& 


Said in the House ... 

FREE WORLD? 

Do we include Spain in the free world 
If there were a rebellion in Spain should 
we make it part of our defence arrange¬ 
ments with the US to help to sustain the 
American forces established in Spain ?— 
John Stonehouse (Lab., Wednesbury), 
Nov. 7, 1957. 

ONLY TWO OR THREE 

There must be every now and then two 
or three people who are compelled to 
undertake military service and who hate 
every minute of it. It is those people who 
are disappointing companions for the 
Regular soldier who has joined for fun.— 
Anthony Kershaw (Con., Stroud), Nov. 7, 
1957. 


THE NATURE OF WAR 

For as the nature of Foule weather, iyeth 
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TERMS : Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 2s. fid. 
(Box No. Is extra). Please don’t send stamps in 
payment, except for odd pence. Address for Box No. 
replies : Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., Londn, N.4. 

LATEST TIME for copy : Monday morning. 

Whilst the policy of Peace News is not to restrict 
any concern or individual from advertising in these 
coiumns, it must be noted that wc do not necessarily 
share the views nor the opinions of all our advertisers. 


ACCOMMODATION 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and lolly good food 
for visitors and permanent guests. CANonbury 1340 
Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton Pk , N.5. 


THE VEDANTA MOVEMENT has opened a per¬ 
manent branch centre in Southfields. Furnished 
accommodation will be available for people liking 
quiet ways. Gifts of furniture, etc., will be welcome. 
Pease write : Secretary, Vedanta Movement, Elsenham 
Street, London, S.W.18. 


FOR SALE 

WHAT ARE YOUR commercial and personal 
stationery needs? HOUSMANS STA1IONERY DEPT, 
can deal with them. Plain postcards, 2s. lOd. per 
100 • white envelopes 6 x 3| ins., 21s. per 1.000 box ; 
manilla 14s. 6d. per 1.000 box; white bank paper 
10 x 8 ins. 9s. per 500 sheets ; newswrappers 10 x 
5 in., 19s. per 1.000. 2s. 3d. per 100 ; plain economy 
labels 4$ x 32 ins.. 14s. 6d. per 1,000, Is. 8d. per 100. 
All post free. Harley Bond Writing Pads, etc., from 
fid each postage extra. All profits to Peace News. 
Write or call HOUSMANS STATIONERY DEPT., 3 
Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

LITERATURE 

DID YOU KNOW THAT you can order any book 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature respecting 
the Faith and Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to Friends’ Home Service 
Cttee.. Friends' House, Euston Rd., London, N.W.l. 

THB RAILWAY REVIEW. The only and best 
informed, TU newspaper. Trade union and political 
news ; Railway problems and working condit ions 
featured in every issue. Every Friday, 12 pages, 
price 4tt. 

THE BIGGEST BOOKSELLERS IN THE WORLD 
cannot supply more titles than your own Peaoe New* 
bookshop. Every book in print available from 
HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP. 3 Blackstock Rd.. London, 
N.4. 

SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS NEED BOOKSTALLS. 
Suitable selections of books and pamphlets supplied 
44 sale or return ” for meetings of all kinds. HOUS¬ 
MANS BOOKSHOP, the Peace News booksellers. 3 
Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


PERSONAL 


IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op please give this number 
when making your next purchase : 

L 136943 

Your dividend will then be gratefully received by the 
Secretary, PEACE NEWS. 3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD. 
LONDON, N.4. 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, all ages, part or full 
time work for world peace organisation. Make good 
and do good. Write to : M.A.N.’s Association. Dept. 
PWP & P, 1870 W. Arrow Hwy, Upland, California, 
U.S.A. 

THB BAPTIST PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP invfiea 
your support. For details of membership write : Rev. 
LewSlie Wersnip, 63 Loughborough Rd., Quom, 
Leicester. 

PROPERTY REPAIRS. Conversions, New Houses, 
Industrial Developments and building work of all 
types efficiently carried out by Parsons and Co. 











Common Tube Station). Allen Skinner on “Un¬ 
armed.” Clapham & Dist. PPU. 

Thursday, December 12 

ALTON : 7.30 p.m.; Hillcrest, Windmill Hill. 

Speaker : Terence Olivers, “ The Non-Violent Society.” 
Alton PPU 

LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends’ Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Road. John Barnard. E.10 and E.ll Group PPU. 

Friday, December 13 

HIGHBURY, N.5 : 7.15 p.m.; Steenoven House, 

16 Aberdeen Road. Short Service of Prayer for Peace 
followed by Public Meeting to discuss the revival of 
“ The Brotherhood of the Way.” The only existing 
Christian-Pacifist-Socialist group on an interdenomina¬ 
tional basis. Light refreshments. Speaker ; Charles 
Stimson. All welcome. Convenor : Geoffrey King, 
The Brotherhood of the Way. 

Thursday, December 19 

LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends’ Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Road Concert. E.10 and E.ll Group PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.2 : 7.45 p.m.; Trafalgar Square 

(around the Christmas tree). International carol sing¬ 
ing, conducted by Dr. Paul Steinitz. All welcomed 
London International Choir. 

Sunday, December 22 

LONDON. W.C.l : 3.30 p.m.; 32 Tavistock Sq.. 
Euston. Chn'stmns Service Discourse bv Rose 
Edwards, “ Why I believe in Jesus ”. PPU Religion 
Commission. 



Every week I 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 

LONDON : Weekend Workcamps, cleaning and 
redecorating the homes of old-age pensioners. I VS, 
72 Oakley Sq., London. N W.l. 

SUNDAYS 

LONDON : 3 p.m.; Speakers’ Corner. Pacifist 

Forum. 

TUESDAYS 

MANCHESTER : 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz Site. 

Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local Methodist 
ministers and others. MPF. 

WEDNESDAYS 

KIDBROOKE : 8.30 p.m.; 141 Woolacombe Rd. 

Talks, plays, discussion, music. Fellowship Party. 

THURSDAYS 

LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends’ Mtg. Ho.. Bush 
Road. E.10 and E.ll Group. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 1.20-1.40 p.m.; Church of St. 
George the Martyr, Queen Sq., Southampton Row. 
Weekly lunch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by Clergy and laymen of different 
denominations. 


FRIDAYS 

BIRMINGHAM : 5 p.m. onwards ; Bull Street Meet¬ 
ing House (outside) Peace News Selling. 



PPU RELIGION COMMISSION 


Pacifist Universalist Service 

3.30 p.m. Sunday December 8 
Friends’ international Centre 
32 Tavistock Square, Euston 
Discourse by Mrs. Frank Normal 
“Islam and Arab Nationalism” 


336943 

LONDON CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY 

Your Co-operative Sooiety purchases can 
bring dividends for peace if, nowand then, 
you give Peace News trading number. 


reaction. 

The author, a journalist, left his job to 
work in a mental hospital. As he says, his 
vocational urge came when he “ happened 
to find a book about the war-time service 
of American conscientious objectors in 
mental hospitals.” They adopted principles 
of non-violence in the care of lunatics. 
Instead of banging recalcitrant heads with 
broomsticks they used precepts of pure 
love, and in the end scored astounding 
successes over the “ hit ’em ” school of 
mental nursing. So the writer went to do 
likewise, and after a year and a half gave 
up. 

His principles of non-violence, not re¬ 
corded as being fed from spiritual roots, 
gave way, and on p. 183 we read: “For 
the first time in my hospital life I used 
violence. The first few blows were easy, 
and I winded several patients, who crawled 
back to their beds in weak submission ... I 
had often wondered how long I would be 
able to work in a mental hospital without 
using violence or force of any kind ... By 


Inspired by “Dick Sheppard” 

A GROUP of young students at the 
Church Army Training College in 
North London were signatories to a forceful 
letter to the Church of England Newspaper 
recently. 

Writing about “ Dick ” Sheppard, founder 
of the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship as well 
as the Peace Pledge Union, they said: 

“ We were too young to have heard of 
him until after his death. But now we invite 
all communicant members of the Church of 
England to renounce war and all prepara¬ 
tions to wage war, and to work with us for 
the construction of Christian peace in the 
world.” 

The students, David Shaw, Roy E. 
Wilson, Geoffrey Knee, John Cooper, J. P. 
McHugh, E. W. Cunningham, John 
Chennell and Anthony Millican, declared 
that they were not only concerned with 
refusal to fight, but with the positive living 
of the full Christian life. ao * i 

“ This means that we must also work to 
ban the nuclear weapon tests and to 
remove prejudice between classes, nations 
and races.” 

Hull salutes their passing 

ULL pacifists who recently celebrated 
the twenty-first anniversary of their 


Illdlta Willi U1C IU SUSlillll IIIC 

American forces established in Spain ?— 
John Stonehouse (Lab., Wednesbury), 
Nov. 7, 1957. 

ONLY TWO OR THREE 

There must be every now and then two 
or three people who are compelled to 
undertake military service and who hate 
every minute of it. It is those people who 
are disappointing companions for the 
Regular soldier who has joined for fun.— 
Anthony Kershaw (Con., Stroud), Nov. 7, 
1957. 


THE NATURE OF WAR 

Far as the nature of Foule weather, lyeth 
not in a show re or two of rain; but in an 
inclination thereto of m any days together ; 
So the nature of War, consisteth not in 
actual fighting; but in the known dispositon 
thereto, during all the time there is no 
assurance to the contrary. All other time 
is PEACE. 

—Thomas Hobbes : Leviathan. (1651) 


peace centre (PN Nov. 15) are now mourn¬ 
ing the loss of two veteran supporters. 

Mr. S. Essex Neal was the treasurer and 
financial watch-dog ; Miss Eleanor Watson, 
last of the two sisters who gave so much 
of their time to Peace News distribution 
and out-door activities. Her enthusiasm for 
the cause led her to leave the largest share 
in her small estate to the Peace Pledge 
Union. 

We salute their passing, and rejoice that 
a younger generation is carrying on peace 
activities in the city. 

A tragedy that may create a bond 

UR many good friends in the National 
Union of Railwaymen suffered a great 
blow through the deaths of NUR President 
Tom Hollywood and General Secretary 
Jim Campbell after their car had collided 
with a lorry in Stalingrad. 

I was very much moved by the letter 
.from Mrs. Campbell in the Railway 
Review in which, referring to expressions 
of sympathy from Russia, she wrote : 

| “ I know how deeply they regret the 

accident, but I hope they will not reproach 
themselves in any way. The accident could 
have happened anywhere, and the doctors 
and staff at the Stalingrad hospital did 
everything humanly possible for Jim and 
Tom. I feel that the tragedy may create a 
bond between the railwaymen of both 
countries and draw them closer together . ..” 


N.4. 

SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS NEED BOOKSTALLS. 
Suitable selections of books and pamphlets supplied 
" sale or return ” for meetings of all kinds. HOUS- 
MANS BOOKSHOP, the Peace News booksellers. 3 
Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

PERSONAL 

IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op please give this number 
when making your next purchase : 

L .1 3 6 9 4 3 

Your dividend will then be gratefully received bv the 
Secretary, PEACE NEWS. 3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD 
LONDON, N.4. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, all ages, part or full 
time work for world peace organisation. Make good 
and do good. Write to ; M.A.N.’s Association. Dept. 
PWP & P, 1870 W. Arrow Hwy, Upland, California, 
U.S.A. 

THE BAPTIST PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP Invites 
your support. For details of membership write : Rev. 
Leslie Worsnip, 63 Loughborough Rd.. Quont. 
Leicester. 

PROPERTY REPAIRS. Conversions, New Houses, 
Industrial Developments and building work of all 
types efficiently carried out by Parsons and Co. 
Phone TUL. 3052 for immediate attention and free 
estimate. 

WAR RESISTERS’ International welcomes gifts of 
foreign stamps and undamaged air mail covers. Please 
send to WRI, 88 Park Ave., Enfield. Middlesex. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

PEACE NEWS OFFICE IS OPEN up to 9 p.m 
every Wednesday evening for the sale of books and 
stationery, and for voluntary help with the despatch 
of Peace News. Visitors welcomed. (Mon. to Fn. 
8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.) 3 Blackstock Rd. (above Fish 
and Cook, stationers). Finsbury Park (near sta.), N 4 

A VACANCY on the editorial staff will occur next 
June for an assistant to the editor. Applications 
from overseas will receive consideration. Duties will 
include sub-editing, some reporting and feature writ¬ 
ing. Applications in writing to : The Editor, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 

GENERAL SECRETARY required by International 
Voluntary Service in Spring, 1958. l or information 
about this position please write to IVS., 72 Oakley 
Square, London, N.W.l. 

CABINET MAKER wanted for new firm setting out 
to build decent residential caravans at fair prices. 
Spreckley, Landsmans’ Services, Buckden, Huntingdon, 
(Tel.: Buckden 287.) 



Read communications from 


MARS AND VENUS 

warning Earth of the 
dangers of war In 

COSMIC VOICE 

id biie 2s. 6d. from 

THE AETHERIUS SOCIETY 

88 The Drive Mansions, Fulham Road, 
London S.W.6. 


; SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

Great Britain : . 

h Ten wks. 5s.; 20 wks. 10s.; One yr. 25s. 

5 Abroad (Sea Mail) : 

■ Twelve wks. 5s. 6d.; 24 wks. 11s.; One yr. 23s. 

: AIR MAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

N. Africa and Middle East : 

■ Twelve wks. 7s.; 24 wks. 14s.; One yr. 30s. 

J India, South, East and West Africa 

America and S.E. Asia : 

■ Twelve wks. 8s.; 24 wks. 16s.; One yr. 34s. 

J| Australia and Far East : 

■ Twelve wks. 9s.; 24 wks. 18s.; One yr. 38s. 

; AIR EXPRESS EDITION 

J to US and all parts of America, from our US 

■ Sales Office, c/o American Friends Service Com- 
5 mittee, 20 South Twelfth St., Philadelphia 7. Pa. 

$5 year $1 three months. 


EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK 
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THE FUTILITY OF 

Russian inter-continental ballistic missiles, 
and Dr. Edward Teller, the American 
authority on the H-bomb, has shown that 
this must be regarded seriously by advo¬ 
cating that US bases “ be dispersed ” 
because of the danger from Russian 
rockets. 

Britain could easily be destroyed by 
half a dozen H-bombs, and is endan¬ 
gered just because she has become 
America’s main base in Europe and is 
in NATO. 

But why is NATO necessary? 

If it were dissolved and the Warsaw 
Pact ended too (the Russians are prepared 
to consider this), would we be in deadly 
danger of a Russian invasion of Western 
Europe ? 

The Russians strongly deny that they are 
out for world conquest. Mr. Khrushchov 
states this emphatically in every Press inter¬ 
view he gives with American journalists. 


Labour win : a move 
towads peace 

A LTHOUGH Labour has won the New 
Zealand general elections it is unlikely 
to get a working majority, writes our New 
Zealand correspondent, A. C. Barrington. 
Walter Nash, Finance Minister throughout 
Labour’s 14 years of office up to 1949, 
becomes Prime Minister at 75. He is an 
Anglican lay reader, and in recent years 
has more definitely asserted Christian 
values. 


One result of the Labour win should be 
rather more bias towards world peace. 
There should, too, be more adequate repre¬ 
sentation abroad. 

Feeling for the underdog should find 
expression in increased aid through the 
Colombo Plan and the UN specialised 
agencies, including SUNFED, rejected by 
the National Party. 

The National Party blindly followed 
Britain, except in the Pacific, where it 
blindly followed the USA, to which it tied 
itself by the ANZUS and SEATO pacts. 
It had no policy on the bomb, continued 
the colour bar on immigration (practised 
by successive Governments since 1922, in¬ 
cluding Labour), and restored hanging 
which Labour had abolished. However, 
the Nationalists did reform the prisons 
which were left completely primitive by 
Labour. 


-By Sybil Morrison- 

HYDROGEN HUMBUG 

Mr. Bevan : So we understand the situation to he this—that the planes set off 
from British bases with hydrogen bombs on board . . . Will the right hon. and 
learned gentleman (Mr. Selwyn Lloyd) tell us why it is necessary on patrol 
duties that these bombs should be on these planes ? 

Mr. Lloyd : / would have thought that if these aeroplanes were on patrol duty, 
which would denote a certain degree of readiness, it was absolutely right that 
they should be fully armed. —House of Commons. Nov. 27, 1957. 


□ FROM 
PAGE ONE 

Russia has nothing to gain by aggression 
against the West. All that she wants is a 
guarantee against another attack from 
Germany, and more trade. 

Mr. Khrushchov knows quite well that 
another war would mean colossal destruc¬ 
tion to the USSR even if Russia won it and 
capitalism was destroyed everywhere else. 

Why not then negotiate with the Rus¬ 
sians on the basis of ending both NATO 
and the Warsaw Pact, withdrawing all 
foreign forces, with Germany becoming 
neutral like Austria ? 

Why not seek to end the arms race by 
negotiations leading to a political settle¬ 
ment ? 

In his broadcast talks, Mr. George 
Kennan, a former American Ambassador 
to the USSR, has advocated a diplomatic 
initiative and a new line of foreign policy 
which could be a practical alternative to 
the futility of the arms race. 

There is some hope of peace if these 
ideas become the policy of the West, but 
none if we delude ourselves that we can 
get anywhere by “ strengthening ” or “ re¬ 
vitalising ” NATO. 


More cards every year 

<5<INCE Mansfield Peace Group (PPU- 
FoR) first began Christmas card sales 
six years ago, its members have sold a 
total of almost £450 worth of FoR and 
IVSP Christmas cards and Endsleigh (Peace 
News) cards, gifts, and books from 
Housmans. 

Every year a higher total has been 
achieved, and this year’s sales drive, just 
completed, has yielded a total of 
£137 18s. 2d. worth (almost £120 worth of 
Endsleigh among it). The group carries its 
selling campaign to Newark, 18 miles away, 
where there are about a score of pacifists 
who haven’t yet re-formed the group which 
existed there until about the end of World 
War II. 

It is the second successive year that 
Mansfield members have disposed of more 
than £100 worth of cards, etc. 

As in the two previous years, the Group 
is making itself responsible for sending 
Christmas card greetings to every known 
“ Prisoner for Peace 


J ^ THREAT to take a particular 
action without any intention to 
carry it out is the kind of pusillani¬ 
mous behaviour that children, for 
instance, very quickly discover, and 
they usually act accordingly. 

It would seem the most simple kind of 
commonsense to examine carefully all 
possibilities of implementing a threat by 
appropriate action, before actually issuing 
the threat. 

In regard to the H-bomb, its effectiveness 
as a deterrent must necessarily rely upon 
the threat to use it being a real decision, 
and not a bluff. Both Mr. Selwyn Lloyd 
and his “ shadow ” prototype, Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan, have made it quite clear that, in 
their view, possession of the bomb is essen¬ 
tial in order, not only to deter possible 
aggressors, but to bargain, at the Council 
level, from strength. 

★ 

Plainly, if that assumption be correct, the 
Soviet Union, or any other country in¬ 
volved in the clash of the cold war, 
believing that either the Western Powers 
had not got the H-bomb, or having it, were 
quite unprepared to use it, would not feel 
threatened and might not be deterred. 

It would be singularly naive of Mr. 
Bevan to assume that without the H-bomb 
he could not carry any weight in the 
Council Chamber without at the same time 
being prepared to have the bomb in maxi¬ 
mum readiness for use. 

It is a little hard to believe that the 
party who were in office when the American 
bomber bases were set up in this country, 
and the Parliament who knew at the time 
what was being done, had no idea at all 
what the bases were for, and what policies 
in so-called “ defence ” were to be pursued. 

It has been pointed out here, many times, 
that possession of the bomb is in itself a 
menace that might bring attack, and that 
warning of such an attack might make it 


necessary to retaliate even before it was 
launched. 

That perfectly astute politicians should 
awake to these obvious facts years after 
the establishment of the bases, is so in¬ 
credible that it is difficult not to accuse 
them of either cynical carelessness, or 
hypocritical humbug. 

★ 

Members of Parliament find it “ shock¬ 
ing ” that American bomber bases in this 
country are keeping half their bomber 
force, loaded with H-bombs, in the air 
ready for an emergency ; Mr. Selwyn Lloyd 
finds it “ repellant ” to give consideration 
to any Russian point of view under the 
threat of their greater nuclear strength. 

What is shocking is that any Minister 
or politician should base his hope for 
peace on the precarious plank of fear ; and 
even more shocking is the fact that all 
these plans for blowing the world to pieces 
should be going on without any mandate 
from the people. 

It used to be said that no Government 
could make war without the will of the 
people, but that conception of a free 
democracy has certainly received its death 
blow in recent weeks. It is highly doubtful 
whether either Mr. Selwyn Lloyd or Mr. 
Aneurin Bevan would carry the people of 
this country with them—now that the facts 
are at last leaking out—in their policy of 
trying to maintain peace by threatening to 
annihilate the whole human race. 

What is repellant is that Mr. Selwyn 
Lloyd, who declares so pugnaciously that 
he will not yield to threats, should himself 
base his whole approach to these matters 
upon nothing else but threats, and should, 
in fact, expect others to yield where he 
will not. 

It does not greatly matter whether 
H-bombs are in the air, or being produced 
at Windscale ; the hazards are always with 
us. What does matter is that there are no 
constructive proposals for the peace of the 
world other than these monstrous threats. 

Such mistaken and immoral policies 
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Feeling for the underdog should find 
expression in increased aid through the 
Colombo Plan and the UN specialised 
agencies, including SUNFED, rejected by 
the National Party. 

The National Party blindly followed 
Britain, except in the Pacific, where it 
blindly followed the USA, to which it tied 
itself by the ANZUS and SEATO pacts. 
It had no policy on the bomb, continued 
the colour bar on immigration (practised 
by successive Governments since 1922, in¬ 
cluding Labour), and restored hanging 
which Labour had abolished. However, 
the Nationalists did reform the prisons 
which were left completely primitive by 
Labour. 

With Labour back, hanging will cease; 
so will compulsory military training, which 
they introduced in 1949. The Nationalists, 
if returned, would have introduced selective 
hanging as i n England. _ 

PEACE NEWS HOUR 

“Can’t afford to be 
without PN” 

A new reader in York who has just 
placed a regular order with his newsagent 
writes: 

u The copies which I have received 
during the past eight weeks (on a trial 
postal subscription) have convinced me 
that I cannot afford to be without Peace 
News these days.” 

From Birmingham another new reader 
writes: 

“ I have known the paper for quite a 
while, but not placed a regular order 
because of my financial position. How¬ 
ever, I have come to the conclusion that 
Peace News is more worthy of a regular 
order than the national dailies, and have 
stopped my morning paper. 

“ I have much enjoyed reading the 
articles and feel that there is much of 
value for both myself and family in such 
a paper as Peace News.” 

Our Birmingham reader had seen Peace 
News in a shop in the city—perhaps where 
one of our readers had arranged for the 
display of a copy (which he would pur¬ 
chase at the end of the week if it remained 
unsold). Our York reader, too, had seen 
an occasional copy of the paper. 

Can you spend one hour a week making 
Peace News known in your district ? 

Don’t forget to order some extra copies 
of next week’s bumper Christmas Number 
—coupon on page two. 


completed, has yielded a total of 
£137 18s. 2d. worth (almost £120 worth of 
Endsleigh among it). The group carries its 
selling campaign to Newark, 18 miles away, 
where there are about a score of pacifists 
who haven’t yet re-formed the group which 
existed there until about the end of World 
War II. 

It is the second successive year that 
Mansfield members have disposed of more 
than £100 worth of cards, etc. 

As in the two previous years, the Group 
is making itself responsible for sending 
Christmas card greetings to every known 
“ Prisoner for Peace 


opposition motion criticising “ neu¬ 
tralist ” aspects of the foreign policy 
of the Republic of Ireland at the United 
Nations, was defeated in the Dail on 
Nov. 28. 

The motion, moved by Mr. Declan 
Costello, was aimed, among other things, 
at the proposal made at UN by Mr. Aiken, 
Minister for External Affairs, that there be 
a withdrawal of Russian and US forces in 
Europe, and his support for a resolution 
favouring discussion on the inclusion of 
Communist China as a UN member. 

Ireland had supported the Indian pro¬ 
posal on discussing China’s admission, 
rather than the US view. Mr. Costello 
believed Ireland should lend support to 
the West rather than take up a more 
neutralist attitude similar to India. 

Mr. Aiken defended his behaviour at the 
UN on these issues as representing “ the 
right approach for this nation to adopt to 
the troubles that bedevil the world.” 

China 

“ Everything I said at the United 
Nations,” Mr. Aiken told the Dail, “ was 
said for one purpose—that of getting the 
nations represented in the Assembly to 
realise their danger and to urge them to 
reappraise their policies in the light of that 
danger, and to plead with them progress^- 
ively to eliminate the causes of conflict an4 
progressively to enlarge the areas in which 
disputes, including our own, would be 
settled on the basis of law and justice.” 

Concerning China’s representation, he 
said it was unwise not to keep open a 
question which so intimately and danger¬ 
ously involved world peace and con¬ 
cerned a quarter of the world’s popula¬ 
tion. 


he could not carry any weight in the 
Council Chamber without at the same time 
being prepared to have the bomb in maxi¬ 
mum readiness for use. 

It is a little hard to believe that the 
party who were in office when the American 
bomber bases were set up in this country, 
and the Parliament who knew at the time 
what was being done, had no idea at all 
what the bases were for, and what policies 
in so-called “ defence ” were to be pursued. 

It has been pointed out here, many times, 
that possession of the bomb is in itself a 
menace that might bring attack, and that 
warning of such an attack might make it 


He said he thought the major Powers 
were like two express trains on the one 
line rushing headlong to destruction. This 
was behind his proposal for a withdrawal 
of forces in Europe. 

Mr. Aiken said he could see no hope for 
the survival of civilisation unless the use 
of force by one nation against another, or 
groups of nations against other groups, 
could be substituted by a system genuinely 
accepted by all nations in which disputes 
would be resolved by a common authority 
whose decisions were based on law and 
justice and imposed for the common good. 

H-bomb 

Mr. de Valera said that there was great 
danger that the world as we knew it would 
be blotted out. Surely it was in the prime 
interest of all countries to see that a 
hydrogen bomb and other nuclear weapons 
were not used to destroy the country’s 
population, and to put off the threat of 
war. Some other means of settling differ¬ 
ences was needed. 

“ I am glad,” Mr. de Valera said, “ that 
we had a Minister for External Affairs who 
stood up courageously for the principles 
for which this nation has stood in the past, 
and, I hope, will always stand for—justice, 
honour, peace, and proper behaviour as a 
member of any group of nations in which 
it takes part.” 

The Opposition motion was defeated by 
78 votes to 38. The total membership is 
147. The Government party, Fianna Fail, 
holds 78 seats, the main Opposition party, 
Fine Gael, 40 seats, Labour 12, and others 
17. 

There were a number of absentions. 
Five Labour and three Independent mem¬ 
bers voted with Fianna Fail. 
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are at last leaking out—in their policy of 
trying to maintain peace by threatening to 
annihilate the whole human race. 

What is repellant is that Mr. Selwyn 
Lloyd, who declares so pugnaciously that 
he will not yield to threats, should himself 
base his whole approach to these matters 
upon nothing else but threats, and should, 
in fact, expect others to yield where he 
will not. 

It does not greatly matter whether 
H-bombs are in the air, or being produced 
at Windscale ; the hazards are always with 
us. What does matter is that there are no 
constructive proposals for the peace of the 
world other than these monstrous threats. 

Such mistaken and immoral policies 
make a mockery of the word “ peace ”; 
it is time that Parliament, in the name of 
the people they are supposed to represent, 
refused to support or sanction the nuclear 
race. 


More British men in 
prison for Christmas 

LJ1HE names of two more British prisoners 
for peace were announced this week. 
Clarence D. Bird, H.M. Prison, Armley, 

Leeds; and 

Sidney F. Gray, H.M. Prison, Canterbury, 
Kent. 

Both these conscientious objectors have 
refused to do military service. 

Three other British COs included in the 
list published in Peace News last week are 
now known to be in the following prisons 
(home addresses were given last week): 

Louis I. Carlisle, H.M. Prison, Worm¬ 
wood Scrubs, London, W.12. 

Bryan Jackson, H.M. Prison, Armley, 
Leeds. 

Brian Moore, H.M. Prison, Wormwood 
Scrubs, London, W.12. 

Christmas cards may be sent to these 
men, signed with name and address of 
sender only. 


Brie flu 

Bursaries which enable working men to 
take full-time courses in social studies 
and literature are offered by Fircroft 
College, Selly Oak, Birmingham, 29. 

“ Test your faith or nuclear weapons ? ” 
queries the latest poster issued by the 
Northern Friends’ Peace Board, and adds 
“ Peace will come only by peaceful 
means,” 
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